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A new lease |
Housing for those with special needs

RESCENT COMMONS it
Allendale held a bbon-

week, opening ifs doors for its new
residents to have a look. Eeginﬂ;liélig
1 the newyear, the hausing devel-
opment for adults with special
needs will be liome fo 24 people
who will be able to live an their
ﬁwn while still riedr to their fami-
€8,

I¥sa wonderful additian to the
smtall cache of special-needs hous-
ing around the state; and joins Or-
chard Commens, anether apart-
mient complex in the oreugh that
houses 10 pgﬁ)lple- with disabilities.
Both were built through a partner-
ship by Allendale’s. non-profit
'housingu organization, Bergen

il

Eounty United Way ant Madeline:
Corp,, & noopronit affordable

housing developer,

The locky few who will call
Creseent Commons home will Hve
Inan atfractive development that
not only meets their neegls, but fos-
ters d sense of comriunity and ini-
depenidence. Unfortunately, there
dire 8,000 mote people with dis-
abilities on the waiting list for sup-
portive housig sord unlessa wide-
'ﬁgmad effort gets under way soon,

hey will be relegated to walting
yedrs, ifnot decades, for 1 plaee to
live. The only chance waitingHs-

@ 2012 Rorth Jetsay Media Sroup.
ANl Righils Roseived.

7 cutting  ceremony  this

ters have of skipping to the top ls i
the petson kg it of o
23

" Patetits OF special-needs chil-

dren know they lsave a natwork of
suppoftive services until thelr son
ar datighter reaches 21 years old.
Services for adults.are far harder to
secure. Then there’s the datrfing
fact that adult children may very
well live at home utitil therr par-
ents-ate too feeble to take care of
them. Parents have o face the ex-
eruciating idea that they may not
know where their kids will end up.

“It's g tremendoug step forward
for hitn and alittle bit of a relief for
us —to know he will be OK i
something happens to us, That’s
somiething every paiént hese
feels,* the mother of a Crescent

itk aiitisin; Tenatty plenis o con-

Wiitet Allison Pries. _
The good news is that the tide
iy be slowly tirnittg, Allendales
has been among the leaders in
suppettive housing, but other mu-
picipalities are moving forward,
- Ramisey s building the first hous-
ing project in the state for adults

structing affordable housing for
people with disabilities; Dernurest,
Woodland Park and Etnerson
have also 'si%ned oft to homes
spearheaded by United Way.

~ 'The mure gommen it hecoires,
the rriore likely-other towiis will be
to build special-needs housing, But
with 8,000 people waiting for
somewhere to live, time is a luxe-
vy, United Way and other ergani-
zafions have become adept af ae-
cessing state and federal funds:fox
thelt projects, We ige mére
thwils to work with these nen-
profits to build supportive homes
and reduce the list,

Commuons restdent told Staf

Fomesy

Crescent Commons.
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