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Beyond the rules

Hackensack agency failed James Brady

TWOULD have beer so easg by the City Coitheil,
for Jantes Brady to g‘_ust gi:e: ‘

up the money he foun

On Monday, the mayor and
jn  eomecil said they wore inhappy

April on a Hackensack street, put
it in his pocket and be on his way.

After all, he was Iiving in a
homeless shelter, But despife life's
mistortimes, Brady's basic honesty
was Intact. He fook the money —
some $850 — to the police sation.
Whenno one clalmed the cash af-
ter stx months, the motey came
Back to Brady, who way landed
far and wide for his integrity.

The feel-good story soon turned
SOUL.

The clty’s Fluman. Services De-
partment decided that Brady, 59;
was temporarily neligible for the
General Asgistance and Medicaid
benefits lte had been getting, be-
catse he didn’t feport ihe money
he found as inconze. That assis-
tanee incladed a housing ailaw-
ance that has permitécd Brady to
move oit of the shelter and into &
city apariment.

H you thinl this tale sounds ke
a bireancratic mess gut of the
pages of a Kakfa novel, youw're
right. Tn shonnéBradgfs benefits are
being suspended through the end
of the year becatise he was forth-
right enough to tell police he had
Fouirid rigarly a thousand dollars in
cash on.the street, There are many
nen-totneless mdividuals who
mmight not have done that.

Rules are rules, says Agatha
Toormey, the city's human servic-
o5 director, We undetstand that,
Rut we also understand that jost
ghout everyone who enforces
rules, the police inclided, is able
to uge discretion during ynusual
dreurnstances: "That's what shoidd
have happened here,

Beady says le didn't keow his
windfail had to be reported. Not
knowing the Taw is no excuse, but
what is more relevant is that
Brady did nothing to conceal
the fact that he had found the
money. He was publicly honored
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with Tooitgy's declsion regarding
Brady aud that they will tiy to
rectity it. Comncilwoman Rose
Greenman noted that Brady
“showed Uncorimon honesty and
fitegrity and should ot be pun-
ished for it?
Whatever the council does n

not be tecessary, Ber%'en County's

United Wa.% has sef up a fuod
spetiicaly o assist Brady, and
many who read abont Bradys
Fﬁghﬁ over last weekend are offer-
ng donations to help him.

There may be cynics who will
say Brady's misfortunie is being
exaggerated given the fact that
his benefits are being suspended
fot less than two menths — uritil
Dee. 31, Othiers iy see the org-
iia] assistance for Brady as anun-
fortunate sgmbol of the expanding
welfare state, .

That rhay be a debatable point,
bt this i nok the dme to make it.
Let's not forget the botfom Tine.
Brady's eyt recent irpubles arose
simply because of his honesty.
Persotis of integrity need no praise
Tor displaying honesty; it's some-
thing that is expected. But at the
satne Hing, honedty shonld not be
enalized,
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