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VEAR IN REVIE
2013 changes big and small

Court cases, high——rises; American Dream and political shifts

ALLENDALE _

The borough tutned over operation of
ite water system to United Water an Aug:
1 and began & fve-year, $590,000 con-
tract. The move Is expected to save the
borough about $193,000 per year. Allen-
dale retaing utility ownership.

ALPINE

W Raal estate investor Richard Kurtz
lawered the asking price fof his 30,000
square-foot stone mansion from $68 mil-
lian to $49 million. Even the latter price
would be a record fora residential real es-
fate deal in the state. Kurtz spent $58 inil-
lion o the property — which also con-
tains another luxury home - eight years

Ago. . y

W A golfer was killed by the limb of &
falbing free when he wandered intp the
site of atree cubling in April. The 60 year-
old man, the guest of a club mernber, was

trying to get & ball he had hit into woods

near the Monlammy GoYf Club. Police
said they considered the case an accident,

BERGEN COUNTY _

| After several years of debate, the
county freeholders in Clctober approved a
plan fo ng%e the County Police into the
Sheriffs Office, County Executive Kath-
leert Donavan vetoed the plan, bt the
frecholders overrode her veto, Bonovan

then included the issue In a Iswsuit

against the frecholders, who she claimed
exceeded their authority, That suit s set
for a heariog in Janoary,

W County Democeats added fo thelr
majority on the Freeholder Boaxd with
the Nov. 5 election of former Paramus
Mayor James Tedesco [H. His win glves
Demoerats a veto-proof 5-2 boaed major-
ity starting in Jarary, Meanwhile, Repub-
lican Sheritf Michael Saudino won a sec-
oned threg-yesr term,

BERGENFIELD _

Alfter nearly & desadé of Democratic
control of the Borough Council, Novem-
ber's election saw GOP challengers un-
seat the rixyor and nab an open eguingt]
sest, Republicin Norman Schmelz defeat-
ed Mayor Carlos Aguasvivas; Kathleen
Sahibery edged out Councilmar: Rafael
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Marte. The GUP win was attributed by
someto Govenor Christie’s presence on
the ticket, but others poirted io Republ-
san campdaign allegations of Democrat
miscondugct,

BLOOMINGDALE

I Qeiober, the Borough Counci
adopted measures to increase road safety,
Tnctuding & ban on parking ofi Hamburyg
Turnpike i front of the municipal butld-
ing and a 10-year, $250,000-a-year paving
plan. Roads set for improvement in 2014
are Rafkitd Road, Glen Road, Clark
Street, Mary Street, Sunrlse Avernie, For-
est Avenue and part of Reeve Avenue.

BOGOTA

Mayor Patrick McHale resigned sud-
denly on Nov., 13 after months of feuding
with fellow Democrats on the Borowgh
Councll who latmiched a Sdled effort tove-
eall McHale and purrent mayor, Tho Jack-
son, McHale had bean mayor since 2007,
replacing Tea Party favorite Steve Long-
gan, whowas defeated in October in the
special 1).8. Senate election by former
Newarl Mayor Cery Booker.

BUTLER

Public complaiits about the state of
Maln Streel may lead to both 4 heavier
potice presence downtown and creation
of a borough-sanctioned Beonomic De-
veloptaent Cpmmission (o study ways to
bring businesses back to the vagant store-
fromis lining the faded tharoughfue

CARLSTADT

W A stare appeals eotit ruled an Now,
20 theat Mayor Williamy Rosensan may be
prosecuted for allegedly allowing his for-
mer wife to temain on the borough’s
health insurance plan after their divorce,
rejecting & lower count’s decision that
Rosarran shiould be allowed Inte 4 two-
year Pretrial Intervention Program, 4 form
of probation for first-time offenders.

B This month, Court Administrator
Joyee Rotundo, and her deputy, Lori
PYAinore, wete arrested and accused of
marnipulating the state’s computer system
to fix parking tickets, avoid paying fines
and io reverse eense suspension orders,
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acconding to the Bergen County Prosecu-
tor's Office, The acoused allegedly altered
the court’s Automatad Traffic System to
benefit D*Amore dand two other county
residents not named in the complaint.
They were suspended from the conrt in
Octobet,

CLIFFSIDE PARK.

W Gerry Calabrese, the state’s Jongest-
serving tiayor, was hospilalized with
prieumnania on Feb, 15, about amonth af-
ter starting his 50th year in office. The 88-
year-old then suffered a minor stroke Aug,
19, gifer which his sozz, Council President
Thomas Calabrese, was named acting

mayor,

M Chief Donald Keane ended his 34-
year career with. the Police Department
orl Mo 30 as padt of a setilenisit with the
Mayor and Council, which he sued for al-
legedly stripping him of some of his pow-
ers sl giving thern to the mayor. Thesuit
plaimed state law graris police chiefs sole
discrefion in making personnel sssign-
ndggfs as tﬁwa to léeep officiels from med-

ing with police departmenis. Keane re-
poriedly settled the suit and agreed to
cash in more than $122,000 in benefits
and to go an terminal leave theaugh June,
& borough spokesman said,

W Resident Pedro Garcia was convict-
ed on Oct. 22 of killing and dismembering
Frangisco Gonvalez Fuentes, whom aie-
thorities said was his live-in boyfidend.
Prosecutors said Garcia — who denied be-
ing gay — was outraped when Puentes
“outed” him by telling people he was his
boyfriend. Garcla and a friend, Wilfredo
Banthez, who on Dee. 17 also was con-
victed of murder, stabbed Dushiss s the
neek at ids apartment in Jammary 2011,
prosecutors sakl, The two men cut up
Fuentes” body and stulfed the partsin baps
they thin dumped. The en face sen-
tences of life in prison,

CLEFTON

After months of contentious debate,
residents overwhelmingly voted in favor
of moving municlpal elections from Maa
to Novembet, City officials say the switc
sEves ta:épa rers $100,000 cach election
eycli and will attiact more voting in local
races. The change takes effect Tor mext
year's clection, when the teems for ll sev-
en City Council members are up,

CLOSTER ,

After manths of preliminaries, the
shopping certer developer resurrecting
Closter Plaza off Vervalen Steeef complet-
ed its plans. Edens, the South Caroling-
based developer, has presented the proj-
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ect to the Planning Board for review and
agpmval The plans inclede o renovated
204,338-square-foot shopping center an-
¢hored by 8 Whole Foods. When the orig-
inal mall owners, Aspi and Bakhtaver
Iranid, faced Bnaneial troubls in recent
jears divd the widll fell into disrepalr, a
piey court approved a reorganiza-
tior: plan for the mall that transferred
shaved owiership to Edens in 2012, The
deal called for the developer fo be & man-
imééng- parter with 30-percent interest in
he property, The developer has since
pottred more than $30 million fnto the 16-
acre site. Officials and other residents
hope the revived mall will revitalize the
downtown,
s th borough sl g
jer the borough tnstalled 4 lightuing-
detection system this spring, the Mayor
and Couneil voted to Impose permlties on
hose who relise Jo evactiatea public field
wher: the alamst goss off, Vislators could
face fines of up 1o $1,000, said officials.
Borough police and Reeveation Thepart-
ment members are among ihose who ep-
force the rude. The borotigh is how seerch-
ing for new sites in which to install morel
heyms and strobes in the system, said of
figtals,
DEMIAREST
# The Noverber election for the Bor-
ough Council was so tight, Dremaocrats
were unsure for days whether they should
reguiest a recourit, In the end, Republican
incumbent Joseph Gray held onto his seat
and Democratic challenger Melinda lan-
See YEAR IN REVIEW Page L2
nuzzl won ovir GOP incumbent
Mary Montague and fellpw De-
moaral Mareen Nevele, In Janu-
azy, the counell will have a 3-3
pattisan split, with a Republican
wayor to break ties, Mayor Ray
Cywingki sald the political diffes-
ence would likely come ints play if
police-melger issues come up
again or whezt it comes to appoint-
it hﬁfﬂU§h professionals.
The Northern Valley Reglon-
al High School District plan to
Ieimch a'random diug-testing pro-
gram remaing i commitiee review
after lgniting a Hrgstorm amotg
perents, Leaders of the district,
which serves seven cominfunites,
said they were motivated by rising
drug use amorg high schoolers.
They said they reviewed various
programs and felt random testing
of shudents participating in ex-
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tracurricular-activities would help
defer drug use. Opponents argue
such testing would invade stu-
dents” privacy, breed distrust be-
tween students and staff, and that
studies show the festing fo be in-
effective at halting driug use.

DUMONT

W Two murder cases involving
residents were resolved this year,
Peter Shanley, 62, was convicted
in Fehruaty of the 2010 murder of
his wife, Debra Shanley, 54: he
was sentenced to life i prison, Tn
June, Jordan Turrer, 25, pleaded

uilty to fatally shooting former
%ﬂﬁ-;end Heather Reyes, 22,athis

ome in ife‘bmary 201L

M [n Noveniber, the ovwner of
Y Angelo’s Parms arwogneed that
the iconic family-run gardening
store had closed its doors after
more than 90 years in business.

EAST RUTHERFORD

It was a year of moves at the
Meadowlands Sports Complex:

M After a change in corporate
sponsors, the Gilanis” foothall
headquarters changed nairnes on
July 25 from the Timex Perfor-
miance Center to the Quest Disg-
nostics Trafdng Center,

W After two years of negotia-
fiong, the development company
Triple Fivé received keys to the
long-stalled American Dream
project on July 31,

8 The borogh setfled its long-
standing lawsulf eiainﬁni%ﬁ Benti-
fled to tax money from the Clants
frafring factlity on Get, 17, Tewon
are wpfront payment of $850,000
from the New Jersey Sports and
Hxposition Authotity, the land's
owner, phis cortinuing yeady pay-
ments of $200,000 to $250,000,

M A new, smaller, $88 million
grandstand opened at The Mead-
owlands Racetrack on Nov, 23,

W On Oct. 31 and Nov. 1, Triple
Five won back-to-back approvals
from tovor stte baards, %iﬁn%p:rw
Hminary approval {o 1wo bond
sales warth up to $1.1 billion for
construction of American Dream,
Hinal negotiafions contimte on
Both bond fssues,

EDGEWATER

R Bemediation of Veterans
Field came to a halt in early Octo-
ber after officlals Jearned the con-
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tractor hired to remove polluted
soil Hkely introduced new contam-
inats wien it rucked In crushed
conerete. Representatives for the
horough and confractor arg work-
ing o a plan to remove those con-
taminants. The contractor, Water-
side Constenetion LLC, which is
owhed by deéveloper Fred Diibes,
agreed fo pay for the dleanp,

M A St Moritz resident was
%anked from bed ab gunpoint,

eaten, then tied up by robbers
wheo made off with $2 million in
cash and jewekry on Nov. 26, ac-
cording to autherities. Police re-
covered the stolen items. Two oth-
er residents of the sy building
— Adonis Sepuiveds, 30, and Ra-
mong P. Mercado-Vasquez, 26 —
arg charged with a%gravatfzé as-
seult, kdnapping, burglary and
ather offenses,

ELMWOOD PARK

This year's election led to a shift
in power on the Borough Couneil:
Democrats now outnumber Re-
pubbicans following what was a
mildly controversial campaign
Thies alection also savw the victory
of the youngest school baard
metnber i borough history ~ 18-
yearold college student Pandel
Gaoldbek, who graduated from the
district’s bigh schoel last spring,
Golabek was not part of the board
when it authorized a $10 million
“ne frills” referendum, which will
g0 tovolers late next month, If ap-
proved, the money-would Fag for
répairs to all distict schools.

ERERSON
~ M Borough Attorney Scott
Moostey and Councilman-elest
glim gg;{firig'm ﬁ;n Dea, 11 were

ar - the Bergen County
Prcaemtar% Office with tampering
with records, defacing puimacy
election petitions and conspiring
{o deface a petition for nominaiing
cardidates in a June party primary.
The charges sterh from mote than
sine months of comtroversy over
the questioned petitions, where
another candidate’s mame was
added to Councilwoman Eliza-
beth Garls’ forms,

M The Borowgh Council cen-
sured Councitwoman Danielle D
Paola on Sept. 17 for allegedly di-
yulging what some council mem-

Avocounl; 438 (1542)
N4

bers considered condidential infor-
mation when she filed 2 ¢ivil com-
plaint against the borough clefk in
April for not invalidating an addi-
tional candidate on Garig' petition
after discoveting the discrepancy,
The Irdormiztion, whose confiden-
ality deseription DiPaola dis-
?Iﬂm was 8 harassment grievance
iled against DiFaala by the clerk

that the conncllwoman attached
ta the sult, which a judge dis-
missed in Jume,

ENGLEWODD

Reopening the John T. Wright
Atena in Mackay Park upset resi-
derts, many in the 4th Ward
whisre the ice ral Is Jocated. The
questioned the city’s priorities wi
taxpayer mouey and blasted plans
to spend $1 million to renovate
the 30-year-old building, Residents
alsg critieized the-city's decision to
bring i an outside group, the Boys
& Girls Club of Gasfleld, to ru
the municipdl rink. The critieism
derailed the p:;;)igect and prompied
{he Boys & Girls Club to bow out
of its contract. The rink wag left in
shambles for months until the
council approved bare-bones re-
pairs and directed public works
Cres th -preigre the budiding for
commmity skating by yeat’s end:

ENGLEWQO0D CLIFFS

The high-profile groundbreak-
ing of LG Electronics’ heatdquar-
ters on Sylvan Avenoe drew hug-
dreds of supporters — and eritics
to the 27-acre campus in Noven-
ber. As LG exectitives and local of-
Hetals plovited trees and cheered
thie stert of demodition, opdonents
protested plans for & 143-foot-Iig
central bullding that would be the
only high-rise north of Fort Lee
visible above the Palisades, 1.G
moved forward with demolition
after a Superior Cowrt judge up-
held land-use changes m August
that paved the way for the compa-
ny to build four times taller than
the zoning allowed. Preservatior-
ists appealed the ruling, and the
matter is pending in the cowts.

FAIR LAWN

B Police Nepartment motale
picked up as a resulf of agreed-
upan retirements of the chigf and
a captain and setfements of the
Iast of lawsuits filed by officers. Po-
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lice Chiiel Erlk Rose will retire  Mendez-Lazaro sllegedly jumped  for 2 mived use of 275 restdences,

Tuesday, but has remained on ad-
ministratiee leave since Apedl 1. In-
terim Chief Glen Cauwels is in the
post. Three lawsuits were settled,
including a second sction by foe-
mer Bgt. Miskmel Messtia, who
chaimed officidls deried him work-
ers’ campetisation righls after he
suffered back Injurfes when struck
by a car while pursuing crifne sus-
gfets. Messina received $600,000
in that setflement.

M The borough was named the
best ity in New Iersey by Mavo-
{0 Real Estate, 1t was the only
Bergen Courty comsunity onthe
list, which censiders siigenitics,
cost of living, crime, education,
miedian Income and hotne value,

W It was the first time in more
than 40 years that the GOP main-
tained control of the Borough
Councll, with the election in. No-
vember of Republicans Amy
Lefkowitz and Daniel Dunay.

FAIRVIEW

W Public works employees
moved futo theis new headguar-
ters in May, marking the first time
in several decades that a new bor-
ough-owned bullding hud opened.
The roughly 9860-squarefoot
building, which doubles as an
emergency operations center, cost
$1.9 million and was equipped
with the latest technology, includ-
ing solar panels. The department’s
former building was about GO
years old and frequently Hooded
during heavy rains.

FORT LEE

W The first of two 47-glovy luxu-
iy residential fowers to be built in
ared ave]mgmeﬁt zone reached iis
maxinwrn height of 798 feet above
gea level in November, marking 4
milestone in & project to construet
Bergen Couniy's Rllest stroctures,
Meanwhile, the developer for the
ather half of Bort Lee’s largest re-
developmert brole groumd i Oc-
tober on the first phase of a project
for inelude 143,000 -s;!;uaz:e feet of
tetall, Borougl offfcials say the re-
clwﬁ:hzgment area will generate
mmote than $10 millionin taxes an-
nually-when completed,

M On Aug, 23, during question-
ing by police at the Skyview Mote]
on Roufe 46, Juan Manuel
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Al RighizFesstved,

Ta-virler pinfesaionsd prinds o wigital files for this aride; graghic or phiota, ol

into an unrarked police ear and
sped away, sefting off g tri-state
maniunt. He struck three officess
ag he fled toward the George
Washington Bridge and aban-
doned ths vehicls in Manhattan,
police said. Mendez-Lazare was
arrested a month later in Permnsyl-
vaniz. He faces charges of attempt-
el mueder, aggravated assanlt,
eluding and other offenses,

# The borough in December
agread to pay 3360000 to settle a
Towstiit by three teens left locked in
a police van overnight i freezing
trmperaties. The plaintif in the
Mareh 2011 i'n;:ic?ent kad been
piekeﬁ;}uép during a rowdy house
party and faken to headquartersto
nciify thelr parents. Bul they re-
mained loclked in the van with two
other bays for 15 hotrs before be-
ing found. The Tawsuit claimed of-
ficers intentionally inflicted emo-
Horal distress and, I two of the
cases, demonstrated racial bias.
Officials deny discrimination and
Sﬁ& the boys were Urtintentionally
Teft i1 the van.

| Motorists faved traffic grid-
lack for fotr days in Septembey
when two of three access lases
were closed on the George Wagh-
ington Bridge without notice.
Bpeeufation emerged that the
abr%pt liana- c:losilﬁg was poﬁt%:al
payback against the mayor, a De-
mocrat, for not endorsing GOP
Covernor Christie’s reelection.
The closures snarded traffic for
houts for residents, making sti-
dents late on the first day of school
and reportedly hindering emer-
gency vebieles. I December,
David Wildstein, a Chaistie ap-
pointee to the Port Authority who
ordered the lane closures, re-
signed, and shortly after, Bill Ba-
rouk, another Chelstle cholee, also
stepped down ne deputy executive
difector, An dngeing state probe
has c;angiht ihe interest of Sen. Jay
Rockefeller, chafrman of a Senafe
transportation committes,

FRANIGIN LAKES

The Borotgh Councll this
month approved ehanges to the
land-use and developraent code to
rezotie the 18-hoke High Motn-
taln Golf Club off Bwing Avenue

Aceount: 438 [15423
N840

Toll Beothers weould develop the
131-acre site for 60 single-family
homes, 160 carviage homes and 55
affordable-housing  units, The
Plarming Board approved the zon-
ing ¢hange from one acre {o half-
gere: The horough must fulfill state
Council on Affordable Housing
mandates that it promote housing
for low- and moderate-income
peagie and negptiated with Toll
Brothers in the site’s developrent.

GARFIELD

The next phase in the cleanup
of & massive chrommium spill bepan
in November with the excavation
of gbout 5,000 tons of contarminat-
gd soil and concrete at a former
elecfroplating plant. The work s
projected to be completed by
March. In 1983, more then three
tons of hexavalent chiroinium
spilled out of a broken tank at the
EL, Blectroplating plart on Clark
Street, The caricer-causing materi-
al has since spread actoss the
southwestern corner of the city,
with dangerous levels detected in
the basements of several homes
and businesses. The area became a
federal Supeifund site in 2011,

GLEN ROCK

Repulifican incumbents
Michael O'Hagan and Maxy Jang
Serrago retained their seats on the
governing body after a close elec-
tion. But on voting day, police de-
scended on a pair of polling places
~ the borougi's elementary and
middle schools - i resporse to a
phioned-in bontd threat. Scarches
of the Alexinder Hamilion Ele-
mentary School en Harristown
Road and the Glen Rock Middie
School on iHamilton Avenue
furned up nothing of a suspicious
nature, and the matter remains ui-
der Investigation,

HACKENSACK _

M Citizens for Change, aslate of
citizen agtivists whe p‘le‘éged fo fe-
forimn cify government, won all five
seats on the City Council tn May
in an upset over 4 feain tied to the
longtime political establishiment.
The win was halled as & break
from decades of dominance by the
Zisa faenily 1n ity government,

W james Brady was homelessin
Haekensacle when he fumed in
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$850 he found on the street taEa~
lice. The money was given back to
him after six months, but the city’s
Huunan Services Depariment sald
he broke riles by not re‘zporﬁnf% ihe
maoney as-ncome and cut off his
welfare benefits. The news pro-
yoked vutrage, dnd peopls from
around the world contributed
thousards of dollars to a charita-
ble funid set up for Beady.

HALEDON

Suspended Police Chief Louis
Mercure’s attomey fnslsts 2 sexual
; horassment com-
plaint against his
client by two fe-
male emplayees
& overblown,
claiming it origi-
nated with &
mildly off-celor
joke  Mercuro
_ told to other offi-
cers. Martten-based attorney Stu-
art . Alterman sald the chief has
told the joke “about 100,000 timas
in the past 10 vears” The joke's
punch line suggests an unusual
method {o cure male impotence.
But a FBA stateient in late No-
vember elaimed a female officer
and dispatcher continued to en-
dure a hostile work environment,
miarked by Mercuro’s “nappropd-
ate and unprofessional eom-
ments.” Mercire was suspended
with pay on Nov, 18 over allega-
tions sterming from sexuil ha-
rassment and negligericd com-
plaints. Poor management, ques-
tionable leadership and biwarre be-
havior by the chief also were re-

otted by the department The
orough will hold a discipiinary

hearing for the chiel

HARRINGTON PARK

By hiring an administzator and
deputy police chief, the borough
strengthened its leadership posi-
tions. On July 15, the mayor and
council adopted an crdinance that
created borough administeator po-
sitlon: and on Oct, 21 erested the
deputy chiof post. The boto
clerk, Ann Bistritz, was nemed the
borough administrator and Sgb.
James Hayden was promoted to
deputty clilef.

ROUCK HEIGHTS
Police-relafed events erupted

ERCURO
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during the year: Through the Po-
lice Benevolent Association, police
officers accused Chief Michael J.
Calaneri of favoritismn in overtime
agslanments and promotions.
Also, the state Supreme Coutt
vuted July 1 4hat the department
had enough evidence to fivea et
terignt accused of gettienfginm abar
fight with a police chief from a dif-
ferent town. And & former bor-
gg‘gh ﬁﬁicef Wﬂs.if}dig&d a?fl ;duf
ler Charges in Fuly for allegedly
ki]‘lin%; ‘%Vamﬁ Plﬁd)ée man.

HAWORTH

Residents and officials broke
ground on gn expansion to the
Municipal Library, ushering in a
new eta for the aged facility. After
refecting another rovund of bids, -

See YEAR TN REVIEW Page L-3

brary board of trustees were aflowed to di-
1eetly nepotidte with a comtractor for the
expansion project. Trustees say the 2,800~
square-foot addition should be completed
in late 2014 and will cost about $763,000.

HAWTHORNE

B After strong resident opposition,
Wealtmart pulled out of 2 deal to establish
ite first sopermerket-only store in New
{re:z’sey "The borough governimertt is wotk-

g on rezoning the area, in part to end [it-
igation against the Walmart developnient .
by the resident group Hawthome De-
serves Belter, _

¥ Richard MeAulitfe, 46, was gworn in
as the new chief of police. McAukiffe, with
the department 25 years, took over from
reﬁri% Chief Robert Scully.

B The borough imveited a 9/11 memo-
rial with a 24-foot beam from the World
Trade Center. The memarial honors Sal
Zisa T, theonly Hawthorne resident who
perished in the Sepiember 2001 attacks,
as well as police, fire and ambidance
metbets.

HILLSDALE

B A Superior Court judge ruled that
United Water could proceed with renova-
fhems to thie Woodehiff Lake Dham, which
hordets the borough, affer the borough
and 4 grotip of Hitlsdale and Westwood
residents whose properties frequently
flovd argued in court that the utility
should present its plans before the Plan-
ning Board before statting work. The bor-
mﬁ' hag chosen not to appeal the decl-
sion, while the grotp, which belteves dam
operations during storms contribute to the
fivoding, s working on an -a¥peai.

B The Borough Council on Dec. 3
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veached a compromise with resident
Roseimarie D'Alessandro on the text for g
sculpture honoring her daughter Joan,
whe was raped and murdered 40 years
ago. The text DY Alessandro submitted for
the memorial, which will be placed near
the train station in Apeil, was deesied too
graphic by the souncil, The compromise
pays tefbute to Joan and child safety laws
I’ lessandro worked for In her name,

HO-HO-KUS

Unexpected loss of Police Department
staffing — from officers leaving — fovced
postponement of the chiefs retirement.
Retently, the force received the councdl's
go-ahead to begin the yoarlong process to-
ward achieving state sccredifadion, Earli-
er in the year, the departoent and its chief
wers both named in & discrimination law-
suit filed by a veteran offfices, who elaims
he was passed over for promotions be-
canse of his age.

KINNELON

W The quiet Highlands conmunity was
rocked hy ap alleged murder-suicids
when, on May 273, police fourid John Paul
Tones, 74, and Joann “Jogy” Jones, 63,
dead inside their Smole Rise Home. John
Paul Jones sffegedly shot and killed his
wife and himsell

M Officials and residents are continising
a monthslong debate ot whether pulting
frcartilivial e at the high sehiool’s ficl
would solve the commumity's ehronic
need for sports flelds and whether it
would pose safety and etiviromuent con-

cermns,

W The school board elevaled intetim
Superintendent  of Schools Diane
DiGiuseppe to superintendent atop a
string of administrative moves bichding
the retirament of Wayne Merak]ing a8
high school prineipal as of Feb. 1, 2014,
and the naming of Robert Rels, retired
principal of Wayne Valley High School,
as Merckling’s interim replacement,

LEONIA _

The power strugele between the Bor-
ough Councll and the volunteer Bire De-
partmient dominated the last half of 2013,
The borough elosed the firehonse for all
social patherings alter a visiting feenager
was acrestad e aﬁegedl%tmniesﬁngihe 3~
year-cld son of 4 frefigater in June, The
fire comipany sued over the clostire, then
the horough rewrote the ordinance gov-
ettiing the deparbiment to give the mayor
and counall mare oversight over hiring,
The new ordinance prompied # second
lawsuit, which the fire company withdrew
in December amid plans to settie the mat-

& 203 Merb Jersoy Media Greus

A Aighta Resprvad.

Tororcar grofessiorml s o Sigtal s for thls anlce, graphis or phote; pl ot lanb

ter it mediation.

LINCOLN PARK

Borough resident Matthew Weishalz,
28, was sentenced to five years In prison
i eonnection with the heroin-related
death of & friend earfier this year. On Aug.
&, Weisholz: pleaded goilty to a frst-degroe
rﬁ_fu_g induged death charge dnd a third-de-
gree chiarge of heroin possession, author-
Hies said, Prosecutors argued Weisholz
was lishle for the death of Montville
Township resident Erin Idone, 29,

LITTLE FALLS _

The township moved shead with a ma-
for flood-ritigation program, issuing fed-
oral grants fo the owniers of 78 properties
for buyouts and elevations. Of those, 27
were Ins a portion of the Singac neighbor-
hood that's sugrounded on thies sides by
the flood-prorie Passaic River,

LITTLE FERRY _

The fragic Nov. 5 death of 23-year-old
Robynr Paranto, known : g
o iy a8 a sallless pui-
mary caregiver to her
gﬂmblﬁfﬁfia ther fnd men-

y challenged younger
sister, inspired ﬂ? wave of
suppart for the young ,
woran's family. Within P o
days of her death, the :
sommuniiy helge‘é to
raise miore than $30,000 to cover funeral
costs, and it has rajsed more than $60,000
by year's end to support the family's
ngeds, Couneilwoman Pegay Steinhilber
noted that the generosity was by a com-
ity that has endured much in recov-
ering from the effects of Superstorm
Sancy.

LODI
N An appellaie panel ordered the Pay-
gaie Valley Water Commission fo rol
hack double-digit rate increases it im-
%Gaed an Lodi costorers sfarting in 2009,
orougi water tsers are expected fo re-
celve either credits on bills or direct ve-
funds, From 1998:through 2008, the com-
missfon biad raised is rates for LodH cus-
tosners by 3.5 percent a yeas. Bud cominis-

sion officiale deteimiined those rate hikes

had failed to account for increases in
wholesale water rates and that they had
colieeted about $3.7 million less from bor-
ough customers thar they should have,
Water rates were raised Ty 21 percent In
2009, thex: by 30.7 percent in 2010,

W I Augist, Lodi comfuerrevated the
50th amﬁversmg of the Angel Lounge
mutders, in which a borough police detec-
tive angd & police trainee were shot to
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death. For decades, i viefing' families
have struggled to move on, a task made
even more difficult by a lengthy parcle
battle waged by Thomas Trantino, one of
twor killers, That bettle ended in 2001,
when the state Supreme Court upheld an
garlier decisiort that he should be paroled.
After serying . year in a balfway hovse, he
was freed on Feb, 11, 2002,

AR g

A §20 millios dredging project begar,
in July along the Passalc River's Iocal
streteh to remove the top 2 feet of pollut-
#d sediment and cap what remaing. Wl
was delayed after the Bridge Street swing-
ing bridge in Newark hrolee, blocking ves-
sels nieeded at the site. In November a
fr'o'up of companies respansible for pol-
uting the river advanced a controversial
Erc;pt)sai to reduce further cleanup costs

v apening o fish. exchange where local

anglers can swap fish caught in the Passa-
ic Tof clendy, farm-raised fish,

MAHWAH

Testimony from Crosstoads Develop-
ers on an application to bulld a 660,000-
square-foot shopping center at the Inter-
national Crossroads concluded in Decem-
ber. A public comment session is set for
Tan. 27, anid thie Flanning Board will then
decide on the controversy-ridden plan af-
tay tl‘anI"lX, w0 yeats of reviews.

MAYWOOB

M The federal government antounced
plans to remove the equivalent of 450 rail-
cars of polluted soll from parts of the Way-
wood Chemical Co. Superfund site in a
$17 million cleanup, The proposal is the
fatest phase in a decades-long effort fo
¢lean upa site cast of Route 17 used sitce
the lafe 1890s for Industdal purpoges,

M Bepublican incummbent Adrdan Febre
andl the GOPs Thomas Lindenan won
seats on the Borough Coteil il the May
election. They defeated Democratic in-
cumbent Erich Hleischmiann and ticket
male Jonallan King,

MINLAND PARK and WALDWICK

Authorities charged a Midland Parl
man with the rape and murder of his for-
mer girlfriend in her parents’ Waldwick
horme ag the couple’s baby slept in the
same room. Mark Spatuce, 22, climbed
througls o second-foar window, srgued
with Mary Greff, 23, then steangled her
while their O-montt-old son slept. in a
hassiriet in the same rooin, Bergen Couti-
ty Prosecutor John Molinelli said. The
couple had lived together in Waldwiek
before Greff ended the velationship about
two tmonths aftér the baby's birth, Prose-
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cutors said Spatucci sexually assaulted
Creff befora he strangled her. He was ar-
taigned on the added charges of felony
murderand two counts of aggravated sex-
ual assault, Spatuce’s attorney entered &
ot 1?;si’]ty plex on his behalf and he is be-
ing held in liew of $2 million bail

MONTVALE

The shared-services agreement with
River Vale that dissolved Montvdle’s De-
partment of Public Works was struck
down by a judge last week in a finding of
violations of open public meetings rales
and a contlict of inferest i‘nvﬂ}v%ng the
magor. The horough said it had taken pre-
emplive steps to fix volations it lmew
wotlld be cited and that the agreement to
shure services with River Vale was already
in effect, The case sterns from the Mont-
vale Borough Counedl's deciston in March
{o hire a consultant to-conduct 4 feasibili-
ty stirdy, and subseguent votes this sum-
mér fo eliminate the Montvale Depart-
merdt of Pubtic Works and foom the Pas-
eack Valley Department of Public Works
with River Vale, a move explained to the
public as a cost-saving measure,

MOONACHIE

Governor Christie spent the fret an-
riversary of Supersivom Sandy on Oct. 29
in the borough, flanked by NFL Commis-
sioner Roger Goodell, Jets owner Woody
Juhngon and Super Bow host sommities
President Alfred Kelly Jr, to announee
more than §1 million of nvestment, joint-
ly contributed by the NFL Foundation
and the host committee to rebuild dam-
aged recreation and eemmunity frcllities
statewide. Local residents had mixed re-
views of state efforts in the past year, with
some erificizing the bureaueracy involved
i applying for state arid federal aid need-
ed it ongoing recovery, repairs and recon-
struetion.

NEVW MILFORD

N A developer’s plar to build a latge
mixed-use development on 16 aeres o
ryerside land centiivaed to draw compr-
nity ire and divide officials. The &
Helremian Group's application — which
includes a 79,500-square-foot supermar-
ke, u drive-thvough banle and sifordable
houstng units — has changed several times
int its two years before the zoning board.

M T Aprdl, the tpazrt:ly mygpenitied body
of Alice Klegwas found bengath o heap of
clothing and trash i her apartment. The
8-year-old wontan had been missing for
three monihs, and the death was not con-
sidered of a stspicious nature.

NORTH ARLINGTON
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“I'ie borough's three-year attempt to
buy back its water syslem from the Passa-
ic Valley Water Cormission failed when
a judge ruled in favor of the gommisson
in April. The borovgh had contended thet
the commission commitied frad when it

Bougit fh‘iiﬁ’“m for $4 miillion in 2004,

After the deal, North Arlington alleged the
commission ehatged averly high rates and
failed to do pm&er maintenance, White
acknowledging the borough's arguments
had merit, state Judge Margaret Mary

McVeigh ruled that the courtdid fot have

avdhodty to overfiirn a legally binding
confract, esigaeﬂciaﬂy given that Nowft Ar-
{ington had kailed to pursue otheravenses
of redress before filing suit.

NORTH BERGEN ]

E | Ei’%at«men&wld Angelie Paredes of
Notth Bergen was killed in West New
York in late july when a }imcy bus
slamimedd into a light pole, toppling it onto
her stroller. Police said the driver, Idowu
Dararola of New York, was talldng ona

. cellphone at the time,
Daramaola was chasged
in the baby's death, and
lawmalkers have pushed
for tighter regulation of
the ey industry, -
ghuding improved back-
groimd checks on diiy-
ANGELIE  ers, betler safety training
o greater nsuranes re-

quivements, _ o

M A five-alarm fre on Sept. 28 thal tore
through a five-story, 50-unit apartment
building on Kennedy Bowlevard left as
miany as 120 tenants homeless, Afterward,
tovenship offietals and nor-profit organt-
zafions moved to provide food, vlothing
and shelter to the victims. Investigators
weren't able to determine the cause but
.milaﬁ out arson and satd the fire started In
alo

NORTH HALEDON

Two Borongh Couneil members with &
cotnbined 27 years of service attended
their final meeting on Dec. 11. Republi-
vams Bruce Facobelll and Elaine Vaonel-
1o lost reeleetion bids fo Demoeatic
neweerners Denptis Marco and Michasl
A, Galluceio. The winners had cam-
paigned on bringing balanee fo the bor-
Gug%:s wholly Republican courell, which
has not seated a Democrat stngs 2002,

ORADELL _

“The historic Atwood-Blauvelt Manslon
on Kinderkamack Road was sold at a
Bergen County sheriff's foreclosure aue-
tior in March o a senjor care company

o Fd Kb Jeisey Medla Soup
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after its owners could not afford upkeep.
A subsidiary of Fort Lee-based CareOne
LI took iull ownership of the 19th-cen-
fury extate, which has béen the focus of le-
gal wrarigling and public debate since
2007 when CareOne first sought permis-
sion to build an assisted-living facility on
the 4.3-acre site, Since then, several po-
teriial Buyers haye emerged; encouraging
residents who don't want the mansion
turned into a care facility.

PALISADES PARK

M The FBI delivered subpoenas in Ma:
to the municipal bullding seeldng borou,
records. Borough officials have declined
to say what records federal autharities re-
guested and Fiave been given,

W The school disirict, which had enm-
ployed garrftmw interir superintendents
sinée 20100, hived Toseph Clrilla a8 s new
chief. Cirillo has worked for the district for
10 yoars, most recently as assistant to the
schonls supetintendent.

W The botouph was the site of the fin-
ish line for the first Comfort Women
Memarial Peage Marathon in Bergen
County, a S-nile run menorializing the
weren Tareed ity sexual servittide by the
Japanese Tispedal Astiy o 19532 (o
1945, The event, held on iabor Day, drew
about 100 renners,

PARAMUS

M Westfield Garden State Plaza shop-
pers faced o terriying shtuation on Now, 4
when a sifie-toting gunman clad in black
and wearing a motorcyele helimet entored
the mall about 920 pam. and Hred six
shots into the celling, an elevator and at
signs, sending people scatiering for cov-
er. Richard Shoop, 20, of Teaneck then
went to & remote storage area of the roall,
where he took his own life. No one else
was Injured. &

M Changes were made this year in the
Police Departoent, There were four new
officers hired, as well as numerous pro-
motions including Kenneth Ehrenberg as
chiefand Robert Guidett as deputy chief.
Aschool resource and Drug Abuse Resls-
tanee Education officer also has beent re-
itetated after two gears in which the pro-
gram had been discontinned because of
fight staffing,

W Borough Hall underwent renoveg-
tons including to the eotmel] chanrbers in
June. The 178 chairs were ripped out and
new carpeting, LED lighting and ceiling
ties were installed,

PARICRIDGE _

The borough toolk the lead in hiring a
consultant to study the feasibility and pos-
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sible savings in merging police depart-
ments with Montvale and Wondcliff
Lake. But Montvale’s council voted over
the summer against moving abead with
consolidation, and the Bergen County
Prosecutor’s Office asked Park Ridge fo
reburn fuids ft lad given it towsrd con-
pleting e study, claiming the memoran-
dum of utidetstanding was broken when
Montvale made the decision without pal-
lic hearing on the jssne. Now, Park Ridge
is asking a judge to devide who should
pay what's gtill owed for the study.
PASSAIGC

W The city i February unveiled plans
for an Eastside Redevelopment Zone, a
100-acre-pwath of blighted indostrial and
residential properties in the shadow of
Uity Hall. Among the targets for vedevel
apment are Alfred Speer Village, the high-
rise public housing complex off State
Sireet the city wanis to raze and replace
with low-rise, mixed-income develop-
ment, There also are plans to ronvert the
Uniroyal factory on Passale Street into a
S50-umit apartment complex with retail
outlets on the first floor. The city signed a
developer’s agreement with Pennrose
LLC to plan botly projects.

B A huge fire on [ower Broadway in
November destroyed four bustiesses ang
left 100 people homeless, No ong was
et aned firefighters even savid two
that had heen trapped for bours inside
ane of the burning bulidings. The fire be
gan in the Bl Corralito bodega, grewas it
‘was fed by a raptured gas line and was
fought by 26 firve companies from the
counties of Berpen and Passaicthathad to
wait while a ntility company anived and
cut off the gas. None of the buildings had
onistanding five cade violations,

PASSAIC COUNTY

Demoerats swept the sounty races in
the Nov. 3 election, reelecting Richard
Berdrik as shexiff and Terry Duffy and Pat
Lepore to the Precholdar Board, Gover-
nor Christie, a Republican, won Passaic
Ccmnt_%g bt his popularity wasn't enough
fo belp Republican candidate Frank
Peenan in the race for sheriff, or Chivistian
Bagranco and Phil Weishecker Jr. in their
bids for frecholder seats. Afterward,
Peeran ahd Passaie County GOR Chair-
mzn Joht Teader questioned the validity of
mote than 10,000 signatures beside bal-
Tots cagt on Noy. 5, claiming they didn’t
mateh signatires from prior elections.
Sherine BL-Abd, the county ¢lections su-
perintendent, Impounded all election ma-
chinesand began an investigation, Her ze-
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PATERSON _

_8in March, crumbling Hinchliffe Sta-
diom was added to the list of national
Tandmarks, a desigration advocates hope
will spur investiment in the restoration of
Otgi da?f ﬂf}ree t-%mgg;canf gqalipark;éﬁiig.
standing from the days of the segregate
Negeo Leagues, Buili sarly in the Great
Depvession, Hinckil also was host to
other major sporling evenfs. It severely
deteriorated after it was shut down more
then 15 years ago, and city officlals are
hiring a contractor for a $l-million
restopation. _

M In Jaly, former Councilmean Aslon
Goow disclosed docurments showing Joey
Tortes received a §75,996 severancs pay-
trenton his last day in offfce in 2010, Tor
tes says the check was processed per city
regulations. Buit no other elty aayar in the
past 20 years veceived A severance pay-
ment, and Torres’ grities assert he, 1oy,
should not have: A City Council investiga-
tlon liv August was sel aside when Mayor
Jeffery Jones said municipal employees
should rot particigitc becatse of legal is-
sues, The Jones administration began its
owr bgquiry. Officlals say they expect its
findings to be nyade public at a City Coun-
ell meeting in January,

M In August, two 17-year-olds were
shot to death during the National Night

Out cimpajon. againgt crime, when thog-

sands of residerts gathered at Block par-
ties and barbecues. i]aqueﬁ johmson was
kilted shortly after playing in a Night Out
beasketball game, Detrick Titts was Idilled
several liours later. Authorities have
eharged two men with murder. Authori-
ties said Fitts was killed to keep him from
giving police nformation about the shoot-
i of Johmson, his teammate on the East-
sice High foothall team,

M In December, a state agency ap-
aroved more than $100 million in tax
credits for a non-profit mganizaﬂon {o
build a hotel and office building beside St.
Josepi's Regional Medical Center. The
gropusal' by Medical Missions for Chil-

e had languishied as the organization
put together furiding, City officials said the
tax credits will allow the project fo ad-
vanee, Palierson now has 4 single motel,
charging houly rates. Officials say the city
desperaiely needs a holel w attract
tosirists fo the new nationdl park at the
Greal Falls,

PEQUAKNOCK

The Board of Education and the Pe-
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quannack Township Education Associa-
tion reached a deal on a contract that will
increase the 310 umionized teachers’
salaries by a total 7.65 percent over three
years thmu%h June 2016, It Includes two
excira days o meessional development for
teachers (o learn about new mandates,
stich as the Comimion Core State Stan-
dards, The administrators union also
signed & new deal that will raise salaries
by 7.16 percent over three years.

POMPTON LAKES

A judge recomimended revocation of a
horough doctor’s license after testimony
from former patients and medical profes-
sionals about alleged botched spinal sur-
geries he performed. Dr. Richard Kaul, an
aresthesiologlst, weas not trained asa sus
geon but practiced a3 one af same-day
sux"g;ery_aerﬂers around North Jersey, in-
clucling hls barough office, NJSR Surgical
Center, now closed and bankrupt. The

See YEAR IN REVIEW Page L-6

state Board of Medical Examin-
ers-will decide next year whether
to accept the judge's recommen-
dation or alter it.

PRUSPECT PARK

An undiselosed incident with-
in the Pire Department prowpted
an frvestigation by & Borough
Couneil committee. Officials said
they were probing a “personal
mytter,” bt the contmities’s pro-
ceedings rased public specula-
ton that the loeal government
might abolish the ail-volunteer
fire depariment, Mayor Mao-
hamed Khairullah denied the ru-
o, saying the commitise will
disclose iis findinigs when the in-
vestigation is finished.

RAMSEY '

Alrmotmt Woods, a $2.2 mil-
lian, nine-unit housiog complex
Tor adilts with sutsm, was biilt
through a partrership between
Ramsey Housing Inc., the Bergen
County United Way and Made-
line Cofp."THE dévelopment Iy
zgt%ng the first of its kind in the

RIDGEFIELD

The borough began the year
making history when Dennis
Shim was sworn in as the Hrst
Korean~-Amgrican borough. cotin-
cilman, and Ray Penshad hecame
the thivd Coban-American on the
cirrent counell, Democrats.alse

o0l Mk Jef Media Gioop
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Keywardi Lintied Way of Bergen Gounty
held 4 5-1 govering majorityand ~ The rpck wall has been fixed.
advanced gpians to bui’ld a $15 Since the development on Over-

million civic center on the site of
the community center. But.oppo-
nents, led by former Republican
councilmen, circulated & petition
asling that prefitninary expenses
for the praject be approved by ref-
arendum. Voters In May over-
whelmingly rejected the plan, In
November, they alse rejected
spending  funds om security
guards for-district schools.

RIDGEFIELD PARK

M In sunmer, the fist Young
Muse Pestival — an event shiowe
casing the work of budding artists
- was held ut the new Overpeck
County Park.

W The village v closer to devel-
oping two vacant parcels it pwns
on Chaltenges Rogd when it en-
feved into a contract with Avalon-
Bay Commumities Ine. The cont-
giny will pay 518 million for the

d, where it plans to build niore
than 430 residentfal units, ac-
cording to village officials.

RIDGEWOOD _

Public Service Electric and
(Gas crows began installing thick-
er, taller villity poles along Hoge
Street and Spring Avenue this
SUmEner, causing an  uproar
wnong residents caught unaware,
They petitioned the Village Cour-
gil, which had the pole project
stalled hefore requesiing s meet-
ing with the state’s Board of Pub-
fie Utllities, Despite the com-
plednts that the poles would de-
stray property valoes and pose
more of an everali thyeai, the
BPU in November sided with
PSE&G, mifing the work in
Ridgewood could resume, The
peles are Buing installed.

RINGWOOD

A 76-mile expansion of the
Tenriessee Gas Pigeline project
acioss the borough gained final
approvals from federal regtdators.
As a Jast-resort action 1o slow
congtraction fo. March, two pro-
testors laghied theraselves to
maple trees until a leader of the
Ramapough tribe asked them to
froe themselves. The pipelng was
completed, and in service on
Weov. L.

RIVERDALE

Agcount: 485 {1542}
MJ-B4T :

ool Drive and Skyview Terrace
was completed in 2005, the wall
along its entrance has fragmented
as it weathered, and in March
2011, the main enfrance was
closed off for three days after
ity Jarge rocks fell. In 2010
homeowners sued over the situ-
ation. The borough, developets,
contractor, borough shginesr and
homeowners settled and agreed
fo share the cost of wall repairs,
The outhined work was complet-
ed piior to the start of the holiday
SBASON.

RIVER EDGE

After years of delay and set-
backs, construction began in May
o1 the forther Htfinan Koes lot
on Main Strect, a commercial
plan officials hope will help revi-
ialize the downtown, A new
22,000-square-foot building is ex-
pected to house several small
commercial termnts; Total Wine
has plans ntove into the second
30,000-square-foot building, and
a plharmacy is expected fo take
over the cwrent Total Wine
bulding en Kinderkamack Road,
secording o developer Pefer
Clancig,

RIVER VALE

The township merged is De-
partment of Public Works with
Montvale's in & shared services
pact expected o save dbout
géoo,ﬂﬂﬂz_in each municipality,
But five Montvale workers slated
s Jose thetr fobs claimed in a law-
szt that River Vade hived five re-
plagernents, including two pelated
to Montvale's magor and River
Vale’s admindstrator, In October,
& judge put a stay on Montvale
from entering the agreement un-
1l the trial, bt not on River Viale
because it is nol a party in the

case,

ROCHELLE PERK

Vaoters approved a $6.5 million
gonstruction to improve securily
and miake repairs to the 90-yeat-
old Midland School. The district
will cover 49 percent of the cost,
or an estimated $2.6 milfion,
through seate funids, Ovwners with
homes assessed #f the towaship’s

Yergey.com of call [§73) BRETOM.
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average of $344,000 will face a
tax increase of $93 a year to sup-
port the work. Most of the %onae:t
mvolves converting the school’s
steazn-healing system to hot wa-
ter. Security also will be improved
by replacing all exterior doors, fn-
stalling new outside cameras and
upgrading the public announce-
ment and fire safely systens,
ROCKLETGH
The Planning Board's decisior:
to %rova 4 guest house was 1t
held by a judge in August, The
board’s approval of the 121-room
yest house iry January prompted
ree resiclonts to flle a complaint
saying the board did not handle
the application -pr?Faﬂfy. The at-
toriey for the residents sald the
praject was “ton big” for “oo
small of a town,” The court af-
firmed the boawrd’s decision to al-
low the applicant, 26 Rockleigh
LCC, to build the gnest house,
said board Attorney Ken Dolecki.
An appeal was filed objecting to
the riding, It will be heard next

yeatr,
RUTHERFORD
B Hesident John “Jay” Faly, 2

prominent attorney and former

Bergen County prosscetor, com-
mitfed suicide on June 17. No
sicide note was found, and
Fahy's motivations remain w-
lknown. Fahy was days away
from having his law license tem-
porarily suspended by the New
Jersey Supreme Court after los-
ing a billing dispute.

M Republicenn challengers
Mark O'Connor ard Jack Man-
zo beat Democratic couricil
members George Fecankr and
{f:c:k Boyle, creating an even split

elween the parties on the siz-
mewaber Borough Council

SADDLE BROGK

_ Local businesses and comu-
nity merhers vesponded with an
outpouring of fnanclal support
this year for resident Thomas
Buchale, who lives with & severe
form of epilepsy and whose fam-
ily was unable to afford the care
it said he requires. Buchal, who
has Lennor-Gastaut symdrome,
aged out of the local schoal sys-
tem earlier this year af age 21,
Because of Medicaid Rnding

B 2010 Mekh Joisoy Media Gioup
1 Rights Begeved,

Ta-ondar professicnal prinds or Sigil s for this adicle, geaphic or phoda, o)

rules, his family had to choose
between receiving private-duty
nursing services and sending
him fo a day program geared to
Yeung achilts, Thousands of dal-
ars In donations have poured in
for the family,

SADDLE RIVER

Schiol officials fust last weel
made a declsion where to send
thelr middle school students
when & contract with Bamsey
expires In June. The district
weighed sending its students to
Ugc{aer Saddle River, but in the
end reached a 10-year contract
renewal with Ramsey:

SECAUCUS

M Voters approved a $274
priltier bond guestion on Dea,
10, allowing the school dstrict fo
renovete and expand facilities.
Enrallment, on the tse shhce
2008, is expected to continue on
that track the next four years,
school officlals said. The projects
will allow the district to shift
sixth-graders to the middie
school and sase orovaling at the
elenentary seliools. Projects in-
clude new classrooms and labs
ant & phystcal education wing at
the midkdle and high schools,
which share a eampus. Worlg s
supposad tobe cotmpleted by the
2016-17 academie year.

W Deputy Mayor John Bueck-
ner atfended als last council
meeting as an elected offictal on
Diec. 18, affer 20 vears on the gov-
erting board, Bueckner, previ-
ety & schoal frustee, chose not
to zeck reelection in November,
His sugiessor, Mark Dehnert, will
be sworn in on Satiirday,

SOUTH HACKENSACK

Vineent A. Sicari gave up his
job as munieipal court judge fo
pugsia 4 carger i camady after
the state Supreme Coust ruled he
conld ot continue to da hoth,
The court had raled that Sicari's
enterfainiient career was not
gompatible with the state’s cods
of juflictal eondiet; rejecting his
appeal of judicial advisory eonit-
mittee opinions fssued in 2008
and Z010. Sicari becarne a munie-
i]pal cotnt judge in 2008 and has a
16-year entertainment cavesr tiat
includes television appearances

Azenunt; 435 {15424
240

and performances af comedy
¢lubs,
TEANECK
 Friends and acquaintances of
Richardd Shoop, the guriman who
fired shots at the Westfield Gar-
dent Siate Plaza. i Pdramiis and
then commmitied sulcide on Nov.
4, expressed disbelief with the 20-
ear-old’s actions. Some ac-
owledged Shoop had besn
troubled, but co-workers and cus-
torners al a pizza shop where he
wotlked, former teachers at the
high school and his friends de-
scribed him as generous and kind,
TENAFLY
Tenafly Nature Cender plansto
build an expanded Education and
Diseovery building on East Clin-
fon Avenue wroused opposition
among saine residonts who want
that part of the publicly owned
property kept in pristine condi-
tion. The group, Save the Tenafly
Green Acves, distributed petitions
agalnst the plas ahd sought an al-
ternative: a new building ut the
TNC's existing site on Hudson
Avenue. INC leaders saythat site
is too stmall o serve the crowds of
visttory sach year, is not adressi-
hle to the disabled and has lmit-
et parking. The proposed 7,950~
square-foot huilding would be
barrier free and surrounded by
forest, set back from East Glinton
Avenue. Crifics have asked fora
public vote, Mayor Peter Rustin
said he would consider a publi¢
yote held next election day, as
long as both sides agree i writing
to abide by the results.
TETERBORD
The boraugh learned this year
a Walmart might be coming in
three years, with the completion
of Teterbore Landing. Stores in
the developroent — or 55 acres of
%oiiuted industrial space around
eterbort Adrpert — also ndlnde
a Costeo. Buf longtime business
gwners in town objected o re-
g%rts of a $19 million tax break
o the state, an incentive ersur-
ing the big-box retailers will set up
shop In the new development,
TOTOWA
In Tune, familics of intellectual-
ly disabled residents at the North
Jersey Developmental Certer in

tact l yersayvors o aall 87305002014,
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Heywelidi Unta ¥/ 2¢ of Bergen Golnty:
Totowa sued the'state in federal W A driver of an SUV strek  no longer requtiring a college de-
court to keep the center open, and ifured DPolice Officer gree for officers to become ser-
chatming a violation of elvilrights  Feather Castronova on July 20,  geants and institufionalizing a for-
and accusing the Christie admin-  after she had fssuad a summens  mal promotional process.

istration of nterfering with med-
ical decisions. In 2012, & state
task force appointed by the gover-
nor and state Leglslature had or-
dered its closure by 2017.

UPPER SADDLE RIVER

Mack-Cali unyelled a plan to
redevelop the 47-acre Pearson
propexty on Laks Street into two
office buildings totaling 290,000
square feef, 240 luxury apart-
ments and retail space. Pearson
announced two years ago that it
would relocate to Hobolkern,

WALLINGTCN

The owner of Farmland
Dairfes, 3 mille-processing plant
that employs more thar 300, an-
nounged plans to clese the facili-
ty in 2014, The move s expecied
o impact not only plant employ-
ees but local businesses that scrve
the plant and its waorkers. The
borough will likely be atfected as
well: Farmland Dairies is one of
its Yargest waler cofsuners, ac-
cording to Borouﬁh Administra-
tor' Witoled Baginski, and the bor-
ough receives about $680,000 in
pf;ﬁgtexty taxes annually from the

plamt,

WANAQUE '

Two houses were razed in May
0 make way for a $6.5 million
Borough Hall, Construction of
the 18,000-square-foot building
on Ringwood Avernue began in
Auguist. The bew bilding, expect-
ed to be completed next Decem:
ber: will be miove energy efficlent
and provide more space for the
Police Department and parking.

WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP

8 The township faced criticism
when a lovca] restaurant owner
was fined $1,000 for performing
electrical work without a permit.
Meanwhile, the owner of Gyros
and Goodies, recertly Teatured
See YEAR IN REVIEW Page L-7
on a Food Netwark TV show,
cluims she neither completed any
work recently or that an aspec-
tor vistted her restawrant hefore
gving the viclation. The town-
f_hip 15 condeeting an ovestiga-

1011

2010 KR ool Wil G
I Righis Aeseved.

to a vehicle on Fern Strect. The
driver fled, and the resvard For
finding the fugitive rfemained at
B10,000 as of late last week.

M The township, along with
Westwood, Emerson, the Emer-
son Board of Bducatlon and the
Westwood Regional School Iis-
trict, approved installing a light-
ning-detection system to service
the municipalities and their
schools’ fields,

WAYNE ,

B The township was shaken by
the fatal shooting during a rob-
bery of Isaac Rinag, 18, who al-
legedly had gone to Paterson to
by o g on the night of 1ds grad-
uation from Wayne Valley High
School. Theee men have been in-
dicted on murder charges, one of
whotn i Case Colé, 8 Wayne res-
ident and Rinag former class-
mate. Authorities say he orches-
trated the robbery glot. )

W Mayor Chiis Vergano intro-
duced g redevelopment plan in
Angust that touched off strong
opposition amang some residerts
and spawned a proliferation of
orange “Do Not Rezone Wiyne™
Tawn signs apcund town. The plan
aims at addressing the fownship’s
deelining ratables: In 2013, Haler
Ametiea moved its headquariers
to Wayne, but other compantes
left, ineluding GAF and Ashiand
Specialty Ingredients.

- WEST MILFORD

The construction of a pew
township libraty Inched along,
with officials desiding on a final
plan wnd moving ahead with the
first steps of buliding. In Tuly, the
library board ap{pmmd plans for
a three-story building, despite the
Township Comnell's indecigion
over whether to relocdte sofie
musiicipal offices to one of the
flvorg. Two mopths later, a con-
frant was awarded to install the
bullding's septic svaten,

WESTWOOD

M After a year of debate, the
mayor and council approved
amending the process for police
officers 1o rise througgh the ranks,

Aseount; 435 (15423
Nl 840

M The borough began an ex-
tensive traffle-renovation project
around its downtown to improve
traffic flow and atteact more visi-
fors 1o the business district, Its
frain station also saw improve-
ments,

We0D-RIDEE

Wood-Ridge opened an tater-
mediate school on Sept, 3. Refur-
‘bished for $6 million in the for-
mer Our Lady of Asspmption
School - a private Cathelic
school that closed in 2010 — the
school has 17 classrooms for 280
students Grades 4 to 6.

WRIODCLIFF LAKE

The career of Borpugh Admin-
istrator and Clerk Wollgang Al-
brecht ended abruptly following
charges that he illegally altere
the dates on elegtion-related doc-
urnents. Albvecht stopped down
in Oclober after & two-mmonth
leave of dbsence for allegedly
backdating letters froim two can-
didates .saglng they were with-
drawinig rom the November
enuneil race. Without entering a
forreal plea, ke agreed to enter a
pretrial infervention program 1o
avold possible gmsecutm:n. He
will be cleared of all charges after
six mafiths of probation, officials

said,

WOODLAND PARK
_ The botough drew support
from 25 other municipalitics
served by the Passaic Valley Wa-
ter Commission in iis bid to de-
feat the PYWC's $100 miflion
%an o drain reservoirs on Garret

ountain and replace them with
conerete tanks, a measure aimed
ts prevent contwmination. In
June, the P¥WC hived an engi-
nieering firm to design the first
phase, which includes draining.
Borough officiuls are developlng
a legal strategy to delay the prop-
eet wtil 2016, when federal envi-
ronmertdal regdations undergo
scheduled reexamination,

Staff Writers Hannan Adely, Monsy
Avarado, Rebecea Baker, Evonne
Coutres, Richard Gowars, Mary

Terorsdar professlonsl prindaoF elghal Hes for Mhis afldle, geaphi or phola, please comlact memullan@nonilerganson oreall S5 565-7r4.
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Paotice from all over North Jersey were af the Westfield Garden State Plaza in November on reports of a shaoter,

& P01 NEHR Jersey Media Griug
Al Righds-Ressryed,
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Westfield Gar-
den State
Plaza was
tlosed the
forning after
§ the shooting.
THOMAS E.
FRANKLINASTARE
PHOFOGRAPHER
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MARKD GEORBIEV/STAFF PHUTOGRARHER

Richard Kurtz In front of The Stone Mansion in Adpine, which he is seck-

ing to sell for 549 million,

MICHAEL KARAS/STAFF PHOTOBRAPHER
The first of the two 47-story towers to be built in Fort Les re-

cently reached its maximum helght.

& 2018 etk Jermel Medla Gioup
#ill Rights Aesemved.
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KEVIN £ WEXLER/STARFHUTOGRAPHER
The funeral for 8-month-old Angelie Jian Faredes was held at the Fairview Mausoleumn. The girl was Rilled in
Wast New York when a jitney bus knocked over & light post that fell on her stroller.

) DON SRELTHASTARE PHOTOURAPHER
Hinehliffe Stadium in Paterson in March was named to the (st of national
fandmarks, giving supporters hope i will attract revitalization money,
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TARIG ZEHAWI/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Ridgewood resldents protested PSE&G Installing larger util-
ity poles, but the state ruled in favor of the power provider.
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