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Fate of COAH
funds hanging
by legal thread

Court injunction
stops transfer of
$300K to state
BY HOLLY STEWART

Staff Writer

The fate of just over $300,000 in
the borouglys affordable honsing
trust fune remains uncertain as
state officials battle over the legal-
ity of Governor Christie’s plan to
seize an estimzted §164 miflion in
affordable howsing trust funds
fram municipalities.

The muricipal acoounts prima-
tily comprise tees collected from,
developers to construct o iehabil-
itate existing homes into affordable
housing ugits within each town's
botdeys,

Altheugh borough officlals are
prepared to comply by forwarding
ther share of the funds, a state
appeals court pavel issped a term-
DOty ini‘gmﬁm against the ordet
o Way 13,

The New Jersey Council on
Affordable Housing (COAH) mat
on May 1 for the fivst time In two
years and passed a resolution
requiring municipalities to send
proof of plars to spend money that
had been dormant in their afford-
able housing trust funds for four
years beginning in July 2008, The
mumicipalities were told to tratwfer
the remaining unspent money to
COAH by May 22, accoeding to
the resolution.

The Appellate Division of Supe-
rior Court ssued the injunchion
after 1t was sought by the Fair
Share Housing Center. Tudge Jose
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L. Puentes, who signed the order,
has scheduled oral arguments
beginning on fune 5 In Newark,
Thisisthe second time in o year
that the Chyistic Administration’s
Eian to take the trust fundy has
eent blocked by a court order. The
Appellate Division fied & similar
imunetion on Aug 10, 2012
hesause the trust Rl selzure was
gqt dapprwe.d. by the COAHR
oar

It's no secret that the governor
has been in favor of abolishing
COATH since he teok office in Jan-
wary 2010, Tn Nstie 2011, he filed a
reorgantzation plan that would
dishand the councll completely, A
ghate appeals panel overturned
that plan in March 2012 with a
wanimous deciston by Judges
Philip Carchman, Clarkson Fisher,
and Wiliam Nugent, who rule
that only the Legislature can elim-
inate COAH, an independent
ageficy.

Borough  Administiaior Tom
Caproll arnouniced  during the
May 13 Borougly Council meeting
that W:maqte was prepared 1o
forward, just over $300,000 o
COAH before the deadline.
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Several cotmcll mermbers asked
Cazroll for clarification of the
transfar’s meaning.

“Go. thevre taking gur su
phus?' asked Counctimen Bric
Willse,

*They are taking the money we
haven't spent ar conumitied,” Car-
rall said,

Councilman Dom Corteliessa
wanted to know how COAH's
decision would affect the con-
struetion of a housing project for
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the developmentally disabled on
Warren Hagstrom Boulevard,

Carroll said that the plan to
build & group home at 10 Warren
Hagstrom Bowlevard is not endan-
-gered by COAs decision.

"We did itjust at the right thne,”
he gaid. o

Ag previously reported in Sub-
urban  Tverds, Bergen Counfy

United Way (BCUW) and its part-
m_ﬂﬁwl'iéeﬁne Group, sre plan-
ning to construct and operate a
special needs housing develop-
rient project at that location.
Wanaqge used $320,000 from its
affordable housing trust fund fo
purchuase the property last year.
Groundbreaking is expected 1o
oceur this suiarer, aceording to
BCUW President Tom Foronto.

Careoll affirmed during the May
13 meeting that the group home
project is still in the planning and
approval stages. )

CUW, he said, “is going

throtigh the regulation provess
with the DEP %N.]‘ Department of
Envirgnmental Protection}).”
Uncertain future

With COAH, the state budget
and the estimated $164 million in
‘housing trust funds hanging in the
halance, lacal officlals are notsure
what will be expected of munici-
palities following the outcome of
the injunction.

Bven before he was aware of

the court decislon to stay the
sefzute of fonds, Carroll was mus-
ing over the future of the bor-
ough's affardable housing obligs-
tiens.

“T{'s anybody’s guess as to what
they [COAH) are going to
reguire,” he said af the May 13
meeting,

“Wasn't there & nomber (of
affordable housing units) that we
needed to meet?” Councitman Ed
Leonard asked.

* At one point it was 129 units,”
Carroll explained, “but it's all for-
tila based.” He sakd that the bar-
ongh had applied for Round Three
certification in meeting ils COAH
reguirertents, but because the for-
mula was still being contested by
the Fair Share Housing Center,
fothing had come of it ta date.
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