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First look at special needs complexin Allendale

Units to open new horizons for 24

By ALLISON PRIES
STAFF WRITER

ALLENDALE — Two dozen
adults ‘with special needs weie
weleomed to the neighborhood
Monday at a ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for Crescent Commions, a
housing development ori West
Crescent Avetive. _

"Thie first phase of the project Is
neatly complete —except far sorme

--eleetrical work — and residents so--

lected from a pool of mare than
100 applicaxts willmove i Jar. 1.

Construction eentinues on a
second phase af the site, consisting
of six town homesthat will be sold
as afferdable housing to low-in-
vore faiilies.

The-development is located on
a 1.5-aere slte across from thebor-
ough's reeyeling center that was
once hiiie to 2 construction com-
pany. ,
~ For many on Monday it was a
first ook at the place theyTl soon
call hiore., And Rke any ather new
tenants touring thefr well-appoint-
ed apartments, they peeked mside
Idtehen cabinets and marveled at
dishwashers and front-loading
layndry machiines, o

“The payolf is to see thelr faces,”
said Tom Toronto, president of the

Bergert Coumty United Way,
which partnered di the pi‘ojec’t
with Allendale Housing Inc. and
the Madelirte Corp.

_ Dozens of state and loeal offi-
clals, fittuve residents of the com-
plex and the many professiorals
wheo helped bring the project to
frudtion gathered 1h a tent in the
parking lot-of Cregeerit Commaons
to celebiate the Hear-completion
of the project, which consists of
seven two-bedraom and 10 one-
bedroom apartments. .

Of the 24 iesidents, four have
multiple sclerosis and the rest have
Diown syridrormie br Asperger’s.

They ranige in age from 20 to
60-plus. Most hail from Bergen
County towns. such as Wickoff,
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Fort Lee, Garfield, Ridgewood,
Waldwick, Washington Township
#nd Old Tappan. At least one per-
son comes from Wayne,

“It doesi’t have to be thignice,”
safd Lisna Kraenzlir, 34, of Budéd
Lake, glancing at the high cefllings,
decorative molding and meticir
lously landseaped grounds of what
will be hér héw hothe, _

Kraenzlin was diaghosed with
MS at the age of 19. She worked

-until-a-year-ago-as -a registered

nurse dind hasbeen living with hiet
motherand stepfather.

*1just needed a place to hang iy
Hat that bas wider dooriways,” shig
sald. Her new one-bedroom apart-
ment will allow her to gef around
mare easily in her wheelchair be-
cause of its rolldn shower and
wajst-level cabinets and closefs.

The bullt-in pommunity that
will come with moving into Cres-
cent Commons has the bubbly
yoursy womsan excifed aboui mak:
ing new iriends. “Ican get back to
being gn extravert, rather than dn
introvert,” she said, adding, “I'm
nat meamnt for sitting an the side-
lings.” o

Zack Harrtiek of Mabwah will
leave his patents’ home in the
Fardule section of thetownship for
a life of independence.

“This is like dying and going to
heaven,” said his mam, Zack, who
has autism, will only be about 10
minttes avay from his parerts but
l‘fi have the freedomn of living on
his owi with a roommate, _

“It's a tremendous step forward
for him and a lite bit of aveliaf for
us — to know he will be QK. if
something happens to us. That's.
something every parent here
feels,” she said.

8,000 in line

The residents of Crescent Comnt-
rons are among the lueky few.
More than 8,000 people in New
Jetsey are i line for snecial needs
hotisinig.

“l wish every town would do

this because it has such a prefotitid
impact on such a large group of
people” Allerdale Mayoi Vince
Batra said, referring to the special
needs residents’ families and the
entire borough.

The borough’s Woman's Club
has set up a%afne nights. and movie
nights, walking tours and shop-
ping trips for the residents of Or-
chard Cammons, Alleridale’s first
developtnentally disabled housing

- project, -

When Crescent Commong is
oceupied, the borough will house
atotal of 37 peaple thiough three.
special hieeds projects, ,

“If ene-third of the towns in
New Jersey did this,” Barrasaid, “it
swould wipe out the walting list.”

The $5.8 million project was
largely paid for with $3.3 million
i grants from the stafe’s home
mortgape finance agency and the
special needs housing trast fund
and $1.25 million from the bor-
gugh'y housing trust, which is
funded by fees developets pay.

Other towns are beginning to
take notice of Allendale’s efforts
and develop their own special
needs housing,

Construction is under way in
Ramsey for Alrmont Woods, the
first housing projeet in the state
specifieally for adults with auism,
W used Allendale as a model.
forour project,” said Ramsey May-
ar Chris: Bofta. “Mayor Barta has
been véry suppoitive”

Barra, who begag werking on
huilding affordable housing for the
developmentally disabled 11y 2007,
sald he wds inspired by a niece
with special needs. “They've done
far more for us 4s & contumunity
th%i we've done for them,” he
said.
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The first phase of development at Crescent Comimions in Allen-
dale will provide 17 apartments for adults with special needs,
Other fownis are beginning to fake notice of Allendale's efforts.
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