RIDGEWOOD NEWS

Dafe
Looatian:
ClecUlatlon [DMAJ

T¥fe (Frequahcy);
Page:

Seetion:
Keyword:

Friday, Novetmber 30, 2012
RIDGEWCOD, NJ

4438 (1)

Newspapar (V)

9‘

Arts & Laisure
United Way of Bergen Colinty

Local churches join together in musical fundraiser

BY BRYAN WASSEL
Staff Writer

A tiio of loeal churches will
host a Superstorm Sandy Benefit
Relief Concert on Saturday, Dec. 1
at Central Unitarian Church, iri
Paramus to benefit local charities.

The newly formed Bergen Uni-
tarian Universalist Rellef Group
(BUURGY was ereated ‘when
Mark Meding of the Unitarian
Society of Ridgewood was looking
into holding a concert for vietims
of Hutricane Sandy. While e ini-
tially had trouble finding an epen
date, he discovered that Central
Unitarian Chugel anid the Pal-
isades Unitarian Universalist Socl-
ety were platning to hold similar
fundraisers, and the three congye-
gations catne together, _
~ The group’s purpose {s to focus
thi time, talent and meney of thefx
congrégations to those i Bergen
County who have suffered as a
result of Sandy. Al proceeds of the
concert will benefit the
Moonachie/Little Ferry Relief
Pund, Center for Food Action of
Bergen County and the Compag-
sion Fund of the United Way.
- "We were looking af The larger
heneficlaries, and we wepe kind of
turned off when we did some dig-

ging,” Meding saitl. “Fer seme of
the larger ones, only percentages

of the money actually go to the
people, s0 we wanted & more
homegrown approsch. We started
to look into some of our neigh-
hots, the people sight 1t o back-
yard who néed help,” pariicularly
the residents in Moonachie and
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Little Ferry. o _

The eoncert will feature nine
acts, Meding said, Musicians from:
a varely of genres will play;
ineluding a jazz quattet, a blues
stiiger, and an alt-rock band. Med-
ing, who has put together concerts
for the Ridgewood congregation
before, handled the production
side while others used their {alents
for other aspects of the fundrafser.

“It's 4 multi-gerre style nuisic
Testival ¥ Meding said. “We have 4
litthe bit of everﬁﬁngz a [itle hit of
folls, & little bit of blues, a lithe bit
of singer-sonigwriters.”

The performing artists are large-
ly from Bergen County and
include the James Casroll Band,
John Preund of Bigger Than
Breadbox, T O Donohue and
the TMU Band, Sposlt Handy,
Nilcki Armstrong, Mark Gross
Rave Tesar, Cynthia Sumimers and
TJohmn Moroski,

BUURG members are already
working  closely with  the
Moonachie/Little ¥erry Relief
Fund to provide “feet on the
street™ in both affected towns,
helping ont directly. The. fund’s
money is dohated to people who
nead 16 rebuild their hoimes and,

help thekr families, with emphasis
s_giwgl to those with the greatest
need,

The Centerfor Food Action of
Bergen County is continuing to
provide emergency foed and util-
ly assistance to tens of tousands
of Individuals and families living in
northers New Jersey, including

those affected b{{g}e storm,
Compassion Fund ofthe United
Way assists individuals and fami-
Ties with basic needs during shart-
term émergencies, The furd has
already been helping hurricane

victims, particularly residents of - -

Litile Ferry, but also aids a number
of loyw-ingorne families who haye
been unable te replace the food
they lost during the power outage.

The concert will also featire &
special colléetion, and congertgo-
ers are asked to bring a new,
urwrapped toy for a child between
the ages 2 and 17. BUURG will
distribute the eollected toys to
families who have lost their homes
and belongings.

“While this is the first eventhost-
ad by BUURG, it will not, be the
Iast, organizers said.

“It's veally 4 nice event fo do
witl two of the other Betgen
County organizations,” Meding
said. *Hveryonie’s head was in the

right-place, and it took off from

there” o

For more information on the
congert and its performers, email
Meding at m.meding@att net. For
mote information about BUURG,
vislt turidgewood.org of eall the
Rev. Kathleen Green at 201-444-
6225,

Seats for the concert are $30 for
regular seating and $100 for pre-
mitr seating, Poors open at 7
pan., with tusic starting af 8 pim.
Central Unitarian Church fslocat-
ad at 156 Forest Ave.. Paramus,
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FHOTO BY ECONOSMITH COURTESY OF SPOOK HANDY

Spook Handy; above at the Clearwater Festival, will be among
the performers at the Superstorm Sandy Benefit Relief
Concert on Saturday in Paramus.
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