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New residents to call Crescent
Commons home come January

FAANAGING EDITOR

The Allendale cotimunity offi-
ciatly welcomed new West Cres-
cent Avenye residerits last Mon-
day morning with the ribbon-cut-
ting and opening of Crescernt
Commons, a special needs hots-
ing community in the borough.

State, couty and Jocal officlals
discussed how this “vision”
became a reality, starting as an
idea in 2007 and becoming an
example to which the stale Tuoks
for other towns to emulate. And
‘while Allendale Mayor Vince Bag-
ra said the borough happily
accepted these new residents, he
and other officials couddn't help
but note how many others are still
inneed of houging, ,

For these 24 residents, who
haye Down. Syndrome, Muitiple
Sclerosis and forms of Autism,
they're celebrating more than a
new home, they're embarking on
a journey to break thie stigima that
often. comes. with having special
needs. _ _

Reverend Michael Allen, of
Tty Episeopal Chuoch, said
Allendale i3 “celebrating all the
wonderfiil gifts you are brmging
with you ... we're celebrating
eommunity and just how much:
comumunities mean fo us,”

Andl that's what officials wait-
ed to leave as a message — com-
pienily means mote than just liv-
ing in a place. It is about giving
and receiving, something the may-
or said he expects of all residents,
mcliuding those who will ve in
Crescent Conmmons,

“The 24 men and women that

SEE COMMONS, PAGE &
will call Crescent Commons
‘horae, are individuals with dis-

abilities who want nothing more-
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than to live active and independ-
ont livesin safe affordable homes,
with supportive services they nieed
to steseed in doing so,” the Cres-
eent Commons pamphlet states.

Bergen County United Way's
Director of Cotmmuiicalions Giria.
Ploting said Allendale s cieating
an example of helping an under-

" served popittation,

*Allendale has demonsieated
ilself to be a community ef caring
and warmth and it has welcomed
're%denfs with open arms,” she
said.

Bergen County’ United Way
rovides infortnation: assistatice,
ving and financial resources
to populations in need within
eommunities,

Bazta saidl be event got a bit
{eary-eyed knowing thal these new
residents had beer “waiting such a
long tire for housing,™ adding that
the borougly wants 1o be “a bea-

con; that bght that everyone in the
state will, f(%low,”‘ ' ,

He eredited the governing bod-
fes of Allenddle, nchuting the
counctl, Planning and Zening
boards, ih addition to the Allen-
dale Housing Ine., Bergen Vnlted
Way and  Madeline Corp,
Z+Architects, E-Tomic Gereral
Contracting, and countless people,
all of which he said Jead o the spe-
tlal nieeds housing communities in
the boreugh, _

“You touch a whole number of
people,” the mayor said, adding
that the “zeal heroes are the resi-
dents of Allendale™ because when
a comnumity provides haus;r%tg for
4 dozen people, it really affects

“hundreds,

The barotgh is alse patinering
with the Wyckoff YMCA, which
already has special needs activities,
but will now iriclude activities at
Crescerst Comthons, Batya said,
Spectal needs hotsing fen't new in
Allenidigle, Orehard Commons
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epened in 2010 and was hailed a
success by the state, as well aslocal
residents and officials. The bor-
ough was the recipient of the Gov-
error’s. Excellence in Housing
Award, and state officials called
Otehard Cotnmons the “Best Sup-
portive Housing in New Jersey.”
Butit'snoljust a change for the
horough, the mayor said these new
residenty will be able to live inde-
pendently, which they will start to
do come Jan, 1 And parents may
also find some relief and peace,
knowing their children cari live in
& cotmunity wiere they will be
supported, but still live on their
own, he said. o
Barra said 4 parent shared that
sentiment and expressed gratitude
for the borough unﬂerstandirﬁ
that developmerital and physic:
conditions affect families, not just
individuals.
 Crescent Commions. residents,
like Zack Hamrick, who led the
Pledge of Allegiance, smiled and
cheered when the ribbon was eut.
Hamrlek said heds very happy to
soon be at Crescent Commons
and is excited to live on his.own,
The mayor sald another resi-
dent saw whiat will be her room
and said “it feels like Christmas.”
Crescent Commons has seven
two-bedroom. and 10 one-bed-
oot units, A second phase, six
town homes that will be sold as
affurdable housing, will soon be
tndet way. o -
The hmgget‘ costs $5.8 million
and cameé from & number of ditfer-
ent organizations. The mayor said
the N.J. Housing and Motigage
Finance Agency provided $3.3
million, the County of Bergen
HOME Program gave $600,000
and the N.J. Division of Develop-
mentsl  Disabilities  provided
$250000,
In addition, the Federal Home
Loan Barile gave $350,000 and the
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borough, through its Allendale
Hausin% Ine., gave $1.25 million,
The Allendale housing teust is
funded by fees paid by developers
and earmarked exclusively for
aggrdable housing, the mayor
Sald,

Barra said thisre wag an exten-
sive selection process and it was
hard to tell applicants they only
had so many roonts available;

Each applicant must have a. .

diagniosed developmental disabil-
ity from a licensed professional,
demonstrate the ability to live
independently without supervi-
sion, self-medicate, meet eligibili-
ty requirements for a low-incomea
Iousing: voucher, among ofher
requiremients, according to the
Bergen County United Way web-

site states. _

The mayor said the state is n
dire need of honsing for those with.
special needs. Currently about
8,000 people are on a waiting list
and if “other fowns did one-third
of what we've done, that would
take care of this waiting list,” Bar-
ra said.

“This project in large measure
was created as Erart af the Special
Needs Housing Trust Furd and i
now depleted,” said Anthony Mar-
chetta, executive director of the
NJ. Housing and Mortgage
Finance Agency. _

He said the state had $200 mil-
lion, which has now been spent.

*You've done great as 4 coim-
munity and lef’s do more through-
ottt the state of New Jarsey,” Mar-

chetta said.

He urged residents to encour-
age thelr representatives to look
into finding ways fo fund special
needs housing, adding, "you are

the believers, you understand how
impeortant this is,” to individuals
and their families,

“These people are a credit tous,
not & burden,” Batra said, adding
that even the terin “developmen-

y disabled” has negative conto-

tations. “Ihey are not dissbled, -

they're special,” he said, “You have
gifls that we don't have and thoss
gitts are spectal.”

Bl
kletmarm@northijerseéy.com
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Aflendale’s Crescent Commons spacial needs housing community opened last Monday. Mayor
Vince Barra helped welcome the 24 new residents o their home, where they wil recalve
support but still live independently starting Jan,
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