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Organizations pitch development concepts for School No. 2

BY LIANNA ALBRIZIO
Staff Writar

Two charltable organizations
are seeking to help Montvale fulfill
its Council on Alfordable Housing
(COAH) sbligation by developing
a low to moderate-income com-
plex-on the former School No. 2
property in the borough,
~ To satisfy its COAH obligation,
the horough plans to build & 32-
imit structure on Summit Averiie,
as part of an agreement with the
DePiero family, and another on
the groutids of the vacart School
No, 2 propesty, formetly the bor
ough library, on East CGrand
Avenue, Mayor Roger Fyfe said he
and Planning Board Chairman
{ahn DePinto had been trymg to

ocate developers since he first
toak office in 2008, but was unsue-
cessiul given the start of the reces-
sl

Now, however, Pyfe aaid the
county has tesources that may ff
the borough's needs o get the ball
rofling on the project,

Atihe Ogt. 29 council meeting,

representatives  from  Heigen
County Housing Authority and
Bergen County United Way pre-
sented proposed concept plans to
the goverming body,

Tom Torento, president of
Bargen County TUnited Way, pro-
posed a structure for the sie
desigried by Z+ Architects, which
ncludes a two-dloor, 12-unit sen-
ior housing struchire with six units
on each floar. Each one-bedroom
umit, he said, would be dbout 600
square feet. The design also
includes a vestibule with an eleva-
tor, 4 cotternplatfon garden, a
vehicular pick-up/drop-off ares,
and a four-unit group home,
‘whiich woutkd be reserved for indf-
viduals who are devtlopmentally
disabled, Toronto sald. He added
the close proximity to the bor-
ough's downtiwn area make the
ioeation a “perfect site.”

The project will be of no cost to
the borough, Toronto said, adding
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the organization would also pro-
vide g payment in lien of taxation
{PILOTY to wover the munieipal
portion of the tax bili, which, he
said, 15 “eustormdny” for these ypes
of projects.

DePirto, who was also present
thal evening, safd the proposal
“eonceptually works for  the
town.” Dick Voorlees, president
of the borough’s Benior Club, said
he was “very pleased” with the
eoncept, while Councilian Tim
Lane said ke applauded the idea,

Flowever, 4 lew residents pres-
ent at the mecting, who Eve in the
vicinity of the proposed develop-
ment site, said they werg eon-
cerned about child safety. Toronto
told residents he has not experi-
enced an incident where an
affordable housing project resuited
in added police or ambulance
valls, adding plans fof ecrmmunity
ntegrafion Include outreach to
Gitl and Boy Scout troops for
commumity service.

Vandervalk, the director of
development at Hergen County
Housing Authority and a former
state assemblywoman and Mont-
vale couneilwoman, proposed &
concept plan called “The Resi-
denices at Grand Village” prepared
by DMR Architects of Hasbrouck
Heights, Her concept calls for two
Victorian-style buildings, both
confaining seven, one-bedroom
ynits measuring  approximately
36 to 750 square feet in size.

According o the proposed floor
plan, the east building would have
a storage and laundry roor. FPlaps
for the outside of the facility - its
farget tenant a special needs pop-
wlation ~ include placing a pavilion
and Victorian garden, open fo the
public, on the grounds of what is
entrently a ball field that is ne
jonger utilized by organized sports
fedms.

Vandervalle told the council the
housing  autherity, which gets
fumding for development projects
via tape Credit funds, has the oppur-
tunity to get funding for the proj-
ect. However, she itiformed the

coungcil they need to-apply for itb
Fabruary. The couricil, she added,
would also have to decide on
glthera long«term lease agreement
or o tutn the property over to the
houging auithority. While vesidents
also posed safety concerns on this
proposed development idea, Van-
dervalk said there would be a
supervisor on the premises,

Ins June, the council purchased
School No. 2 from the Board of
Education for $834,000. Educs-
tion officials, who plan, in part, to
reconfigure the main office at
Figldstone Middle School with the
Tunds, apreed to reimburse the
goverming body $130,000 for dem-
olition costs and asbestos abate-
ment, mmong other things.

Officlals did not say when they
wiuld select & developer. The next
couneil meeting is scheduled for
Nov. 12 at 7:30 pan.
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FRONT ELEWATION

FHOTG COURTERY CF TOM TORONTG

Tom. Toronto, of Bergen County United Way, presented this concepl prepared by 2+ Architects for the School No. 2 propetty on
East Grand Averue at the Qct, 25 councll mesting, The concapt calls for a 12, one-bedroom low- fo moderate-incorme housing
units for senior cltizens and a group home consisting of four ynits far individuals with developmental disabifities.

PHEFR EQURTERY OF CHARLOTTE VANDERVALR

Charlatte Vandervalk, of the Bergen County Housing Authority, presented a concegt prapared by DMH Architaets for the
School No. 2 property en East Grand Avenue at the Oct, 29 councll masting. The coneept calis for two Victorfan-style buildings
each with seven ope-bedroom low- ta moderate-income housing unite for individuals with special needs.
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