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Relief agencies jump into action

Reach out across state to provide meals and shelter for thousands

By HARVY LIPMAN
STAFF WRITER

Relief agencles were mobilizing Tues-
day to offer assistance fo Huricane
Sandy’s victims across the state.

A Balvation Aty mobile canteen unit
was on is'way to Tetertboro in the after-
moon, where it 'was to provide taeals to
Feople forced from their homes by flood-

ng in Moonachie, Litfle Ferry and Carl-

stadt.

“We have ready-to-eat meals, where
yesu just add water, but we also will pre-
pare hot foods depending or the number
of peaple,” said Bramwell Applin, com-
mimity refations manager fot the Salva-
tion Army's New Jersey division. "Our
canteens have stoves, 50 we have the ca-
pability to make hot dogs and hamburg-
ers, pilus we have pre-made sandwiches.
Welll ulso have coflee, fea and water.”

Applin sald Salvation Arimy vohinteers
have fod thousands of storm victhms
statewide, although he couldn't give a
precise number. _

“Courting them is the least of our wor-
ries-at this point,” he said.

Meanwhile, Red Cross velunteers are
staffing shelters across the state, including
one at Bergen Cominunity College.

On. Monday right, Red Cross stalf
cared for more than 3,500 people stayin
overnight at 23 shelters stalewdde, said
Dianne Conecannon, spokeswoman for
the charity's Noth Jersey Region.

“Qverall in response to the hurricane,
we served 11,000 people in 258 shelters
in 16 states,” Concannon said. She sald
Red Cross emetgenoy response vehicles
will begin bringing refief supplies to New
Jersey's towns “as soon s state officials
tell us it fs safe to move around. We will
be doing damage assgssments, working
with government officials to determine if
we nieed additional shelters.”

The 211 phone and Internet help line
operated by the state’s United Ways has
been fielding an unptecedented volume
of emergency calls, according to Laura

Marx, executtve director of the 211 Pait-
nership.
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“We're getting about 1,000 calls 2 day,”
Marx. said, “That's twe or three times
more than we get when we have local
flooding. The website’s getting 2,000 ses-
sions an hour, because that's what the
governot's promoting, That's where alf
theshelters are listed, along with informa-
tion g evacuations as well as how to pre-
pare-and be ready for a storm.”

Maost of the phatie calls Monday were
coming from people who had been cut
off i thelr homes, offen without powet;
she added. “A lot of the calls were from

eople just laoking for somaeane to tatk
fo. They were fsolated and scared, elder-
ly people calling to say, Tm all slone,””
Marx said

But on Tuesday, the vast majority of
contacts were from pe@ﬁie outside the
state trying to-get in touch. with relatives
- "adult children calling to say-they can't
feach their patetits and they're really wor-
ried, a ot of those kind of ¢alls,” she said.

Tom Toronto, president of Bergen
Coundy's United Way, said the orpaniza-
tiot’s Compassion {?und would beglt
reaching aut to peaple who need finan-
cial aid once the responge shifts into its
recovery phase. “H's too soed for the
Cq(riﬁpassion Fund to be involved yet,” be
sai
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MY NEWMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Flood evatuees taking shelter Tuasday at Bergen County Technical High School in Teterboro.
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