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Special needs

housing

subject

of Oct. 22 panel

CHATHAM - A panel of ax-
peris will discuss housing for
the special needs adult from 7
to 9 p.m. Monday, Oct. 22, at
ECLC of New Jersey's
PR.ID.E. center, 100 Passasic
Ave.

When children with speeial
needs become adnits, the tran-
sition from the clagsroom into
the world of work and inde-
pendent living egn be daunt-
ing. One of the biggest chal-
lenges facing these young
afults and their families is
housing,

“Honsing is important be»
canse it leads to greater inde-
pendency and autonemy - for
adults with special needs. Thex:
pands thelr horizons for being
more fully integrated in the
connunity” said BRLDE, Di-
rector Dot Libuian,

Pansl members include:

« Sandi Cooper, executive di-
rector of Weighbours, Inc., whe

has besn working for24 years

with individials with special
needs and thelr families to de-
velop ereative housing options

and ideas,

+  Gafl Levinson, executive
divector of Supportive Hous-
ing Assodiation New Jersey,
who is committed to improving
conimunity aceess and oppor-
tunities for people with intel-
lectual aitd developmental dis-
abjlities.

+ ‘Themas Torehnio, presi.
dent, Bergon County Dnited
Way, wha brings 23 years of ex-
perience working with United
Ways in Bergen, Burlington
and Hudson countiss,

.+ Janel Winter, the housing
flirector of the New Jersey Di-
vision of Developmental Dis-
abilities, where she i3 commit
ted to assisting clients with
suitable housing options.

Those interested in attending as

askedto pre-register by sending an
email 1o
wmandelbaum@eclcofnjorg,  For
mora details, contact PR.LDE Direc-
tor, Dat Libman at (973-625-1705)
or dlibman@ecicofnj.ory, To learn
more  about  ECLC,  visit
www.eclcofn.org.

Aceount: 445 (1307
WJ-312
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