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g a stand for the homeless

Good Samaritan
is overwhelmed
by public support

Hy HAHNAN ADELY
B WETZR

Bar Junes Brady, (e detision o
spenk publicpabout teming in $350
T B on e strivel ~ orey thed
that later led bitm to lose welfare
Trenigdlis - wi Tt SR EEy One,

A preivateman whe was loteless
whige b Bounel the ey i 1
ensack, Brady said he felt the time
wasTightto ke & siand. And that's
ustwhat he did Tuesday night st the

Cotedl meeting,

[ warifert to go publie with it be-
case: we Tiove Tasues B the lown
with the honwléss and fhe wﬁ‘é
fhisy'ee heen fvbdted” Brady ol
coungl nembess, *“Bowmeless’ and
‘eriminal’ sre not spnonymens”

. Brady's homest ael in (g i
$850 to police made bemliimes, bet
thie sty goew bsto & phenomencs
whitm, the Hackensacle Hema Sege
viees Departrment denied bt wel-
farp Benefity kit waek bacause he
fuiled to report the moiey %s it
auine, People from arcind (e vie:
o layded fs bemest acl, wnd

o THELES & PRI THSTARE FIOTCORARHER
Jarnes Brady said returning $850 he faund was a ehiance to Show iemeless afe not all eriminals. “When
thay'ra not dolng samething wrong, they should be treated with the same respbet as anyonealse,” he sald.
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tamented the haresuerstic ordeal
thrat led him to lose benefits, while
hundreds of people donated ioa
%gld sebup for i by the United

%ﬁandful of residents defeiid-

ed the city's director of Human

Services duling e mesting, sag
ing she had been unfaivly eritl-
vized for deing her job, But the
%t}i__{;tcculd beshortlived, Clly of

clzils suld they submitied a plan
ta the siate on Tuesday to ciose
the departmert in o bid fo save
about $400,000 a year. Officials
gay the move, which had been dis-
cussed for roontlis, was threlated
1o Brady's case, _

Brady, 4 SYoyear-old formyer
TS g mtu%mplm and daln st
alyst whofell on hard Hmss, was
outapoken about the tregtment of

the homeless even before his 7

brush with fame: He reached out
1o Tha Hecord last surmvmer to
railge choeeny abouk thelr {real-
ment by police dwring a quality-of:
Fifee inttiative in Hackensaek,

He ropeated thess copoerns
Tast mightt befora the cousncil,

T have fic problem with crack-
fng down en homeless when
they're doing something weong,”
he sald, “When m%r’re not doing
something wiohg, ey should be
treated with the same respect as
anyong elge.”

He said he-didn't know he had
o peport the $850 that he re-
ceived a8 lam ﬁ—mm negme.
Brady, whe now lives in an gpatt-
mient In the clty and Is aided by a
pommty rent. azsisiance program
that vovers.all but $3 of his $1,09%
renit, Jost $200 monthly gerefal
azsistance a3 well zs Medicaid
benefits, wideh o was using to
pay for peyehiatric care, from Ust,

1 tHrough Des. 51 Beady bas
suffered from depression.

Agatha Toamey, the Human

Servioes divector, has said she was
followirsg the rules, which require
any lmp-sum income such ag
Totiery winnings or inhezitance to
be repotied amd fuetored indo
benefits. She did not attend the
meeting, .
e cudpa on e B Dmade o
mnistake, but I think it could eee
Frgen handled in & mgre goripey-
sionate faghion,” Brady said, ot
ing that efty officialy knew about
the $850 and could bave mached
outto him.

i 208 Mk Jessy Wl Group
I Rights Aererved.

for turring In $850 he found,

Thiee poopls spoke 2l the
enaeting In Toonrey's defepse, say-
ing she wag compassionaie and
varing, “8hie iy S with @i hee
elients, She foliows the pales so as
noit o disparage one porson over
angther, These myles were not pit
in plage by Agatha,” sebd Naney
Waeste, "lfmme%v’s gister,

~ Hihe gity's plan o abolish the
department Iy approved by the
siate civil service comumission,
which must sign off an layells.
Tooimey and three ol workers
i the. Fluman Serviges Depart-
met could e oul of work o
about 7% doys, officials said.
Toomey sarns $133,000 a yeor
smd hos sk of 4wty cur. Caves
Trandked by the department would,
e shifted to the county.

Jeunne Paratts, ehief of staff for
Bergen County Execulive Kath-
feen Dongvan, said ot the souneil
meting thet she way dsseed thit
staty ollicials-would tale steps to
fiHl in. the gaps in Brdy’s benefits.
A spokeswomnan for fe Divison
of Pamily Develupment, which
aveisees state welfate programs,
sl Tuesday she coukd nal com-
merd on the case beeause of con-
fiddentiality laws,

“Hyerything was done by the

To:-oushar professiens] prinfa ar clgital s for this aidie:qraphic or phets, pleass aentad Il

Jamas Brady on Tuesday night showing the Hackensack Council the reselution it gave him

Bogks, as it should bave beon
done;” Baratta soid, “But epuled it
Teve been hapdled bettar? Yeg.”

Bmﬁﬁ sald he was antazed by
he pulzic response,

“Une of the. things gy T didnt
sk for aiy of this. Twas just put-
{ing myself out thers because !
wanted Lo help hormeless in Hack-
sasak,

“Fo see it get &3'1(:5{@{1 up by so
many papers and the response -
it's tzemai}dt;ms. People ars very

syropathetic, ‘ )
ngf sgg:-lﬁght has been w bt
sivessfisl, Brady said Tiesday:

*L stopped  answering iy
phori on Sutarday,” he gald, nof
ing alt the unfaniliar numbers and
media requests for Intereiews,
“Bil i irgnod spiiis”

Hesnid le's gratefid to the pub-
lie who have railiad to help him.

Bergen County’s United Way
received 241 oiline donations to-
taling $6336 by Tuesday alter-
o, sad chapder presldent Tem
Teronto.

Tarerin said the reonsy would
Bre: wsed Lo hielp Beady with Tasic
meeds and that he would worlk
with officials to make sure Brady
woulditt be harmed further by
inss of benefits, Brady said he does
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ot ke v ioants the doogs
{ions b be spand

Jiie Orlando, dlrestor of
Berger Courly’s horneless shelfer
whisre Prady has stayer], saidshe
also hopes the publicily will help
change upinions about horeless-

ness,

The shelter residetils, she said,
come fom all backgrounds and
showldn't be prinled as eriminals,

Heens with thi foss of benefits
and all the spoilight on him,
Headly sald b wouldn't have done

anything differenily.

_ “L*vaﬁaad pecrple tall mie *You
shodld have fist pockéted the
money.” Nalt, That™s not the right
thing o do” he said.

Beady said be was proud to
{ugni in the meney o police be-
gatse he wanded Eeale iy know
that the homeless men #nd
warrien i the oty were “goad, de-
cent gco‘plcs,“f :

“Hy something to denionstmte
firt homeless and crfminals aren’t

riotpmous; for people O ste

et homeless people gan do the
vighteous thing. We're ot etini-
tnds, We're fit down on our
fuck,” hesaid,

Emall: selelv@nortiiaresy.com
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