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; _ Kevin Burns of Ramsey, part of
e -y g, the North Jersey Masters Track
e e I 0 I 0 and Tield Club, said be and his
. i grotp &rali to rin it the heat, But

runway run

as a hot race

Airport's tarmac made for
a flat, and sweltering, course

By MARY DIDUCH
STAFF WRITER

TETERBORO -~ With jet
Flanes and fhe New York City sly-
ine in the background, homdeeds
of runmers on Satirday hitthe blis-
tering hot runway at Teterboro
;31" sort to E::un a §;K lr]a'ca éa hene-
it Bergen County'’s United Wey.

The 16th a:rnﬂﬂﬁ:{?ggn«
sored by PSE&G, brought in
avotnd $50,000 that will be used
toward United Way's 211 syster,
a 24-hoir crisis help line that as-
sists callers with everything from
housing, tempormy  finaneisl
needs and mental health, Since
the race’s inception, $500,000 has
been raised,

The hotline, which recelves
around 150,000 calls 2 year, was.
fnstrumental in helping peoplere-
build after Buperstorm. Sandy i
October, said Gina Pletine, divec-
for of commaunications for the
Unitetl Way, Since Sandy, the
hotline recelved 50,000 more
calls, she sald.

Tom Torento, president of

A3 KEHR Jeisel Media Siip
Al Pighis Algnerved,
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Bergen County's United Way, said
the race 45 a gresl community
gvent that tinites e sirport coin-
mitiity with local risnmers, The
race also atiracts many of the re-
ﬁ]cm’s top rurmers because of its
lat, wnijque course - the airport’s
runway — that also provides views
of Manhattan’s skyscrapers.

“It's really kind of beautiful,”
said Foronto, who also rihs the
YRCE CVery year.

¢ the runners didn’t have
to contend with hills &F maty
turns, they did have to face a tar-
mac baking unider the sun in the
middle of a protracted heal wave,
The nimber of runoees dropped
to around 200 from just undey
1,000, Hkely because of the weath-
er, Plotino said. _

The Moonachie First Ald &
Rescuie Squad, which brought 19
more members this year, had
three triits out in the fields in the
90-degres heat, _

“Tt's flat, it’s fast, but it's hot,”
said Tessien Palange of Stamiord,
Conn., partieipating in the event
for ber seventh time,

Acoount! 435 {1485)
ML

on one curved stretch of the tar-
ma¢, he estimated that the tem-
perature folt about 120 degrees.

“Tt feels like a wall,” Burvis said.

John Puljols of Hackensack
blazed past the field In a neon.
pink shirt to win in 16 minutes
and 40 seconds. Puljols, an athlete
at La Sulle University in Philadel-
phia, ran with. a group of friends
who also compete at the collegiate
level and train together over the
gimmer by running local races.

Puljols said he was relieved the
weather wasr't as hot as it had
been over the past week, with
tempetatures soaring to 100 de-
grees or higher, .

“Ti was a good race,” he said.

Andl while race organizers ex-
pected fhe blistering heat of the
past week to be an fssue — as it
usitally is every yoar — they also
stepped up secumty in light of the
bomﬁzings in April at the Boston
Marathen, said Cheryl Moses,
race dizector _

While rinners and guests al-
wuys were raquired to present 1D
and go through secwrity, all the
yolunteers had their backgrounds
cheﬁkﬁz&g&in this year insteud of
sporadicatly, Moses safd.

Moses sald when she saw what
happened in Bostorn, she was con-
verned about what would bappen
to rmees moving forward, But
three months later, she said the
maeod has lified, ,

“Bverghody’s out to have fun,”
Mozes said.
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Unlted Way of Bergen Galinty

CHRIZ PEGUTA/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Runners crossing the finish line at the Teterbore Alrport 5K race on Saturday,
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