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United Way focuses on affordable housing

Units being built for disabled residents

HARVY
__ LIPMAN
CHARITY

Zachary Hamrick eom-
petesin triathlons. ‘
~But even at the age of
22 his ability to cotnmuni-
cate with other people is
gitrerhely limited.,
He eant ¢ook his owm

meals. )

The difficulties he has
Irteracting with others be-
cause of hig sutisn, how-
ever, would maks it very
difficult for him to hold
down a.hull-time job.

8o finding a place where he can
Jive independently has been & ma-
jor challenge:. _

“There really wasn't anyplace,”'
said his Tather, Stephen. “He re-
guires close monitoring.”

That will change aroutid Dec. 1
—the target date for Bergen Coun-
}y‘s United Way to open iis latest af

ordable housing  development:
Crescent Commons in Allendale,
Like miost of itS(ﬁiEc':tS, this ong
wag construeted In parinership
with the Madelide Corp., a Pal-
isades Park non-profit that special-
izes in building affordable housing,
. “All the tenants have been se-
lected ¥ said United Way President
Tom Toronto. “Some of them will
be living independently for the first
tinfe.” , L

The $5.6 million project, funded
by the United Way an the town,
county, state and federal govern-
ments, continies the non-profit's
focus on exeating affordable hous-
Irig for the disabled and
thiose In financial need.

@ 2012 HERALD NEWS.
Al Aightis Resemved,

“To crder prelessiona) prinis or digital (ks for this arifele, graphic or pholo, please sontag] memullen@nonhisrsey.com or call (E753):568-7014.

‘Fhat's been the orgari-
zation's priority for more

than the past half-dozen

years,

Crescent Cornmorns will
house 42 individuals with
developmental disabilities
and four with multiple
selerosis, I ‘partnership
with the MS Society, The
residents will be provided.
with support services from

varions ageneles that care for the
disablel, byt not 2447 care, _

In addition, the United
WayMadeline Corp. pariniership is
building a separate six-unit devel-
optent on the pméae . witht cot-
dosiobe purchased by
warking families.

But nething ttr the develop-
fent’s appearance screams “tov-
income housing.” Toranto took
great pride during a tourin pointin,
ot the high-quality materials ai
an:architectural design that makes
the structure fi in with its upper-in-
come stbursin suiroundings.

“We've had several people wall
upand ask, Whe's the sales offfce
opentng?” Toronto chuckled.
“Thiat's a nice festament to the qual-
ity of the work,”

" The Allendale project is one of

two the United Way is opening
tiext thonth, The athet, Fairview
Crest, Is a renovated building of 12
cando units on Fairview Avenugin
Tatrview, _

“We'te mixing market and af
fordable umils;” Toronto noted,

ow-income.

“The market-rate condos will prob-
ably poforaround $275,000, while
the atiordable umits will be atound
$200,6007

Faivelew Crest is a $2 million
project that is furning an aban-
doned factory into well-construet-
ed homes within an easy commute
of the Meadowlands and New
York City, he said,

‘The United Way hrovided two-
thirds of the funding, with the re-
mainder coming from the eounty,

e said, The ren=profit’s goal is to

bieak everi on the cost through the
sales of the unifs, That's how the
United Way replenishies ity rotating
constryction find, taking the men-
gy from :the sales of its units and
putting that Into a pocl used to de-
welop new projects,

‘While the tion-profit has sevet-
al other ymits in various stages of
development, the latest one on
which it has broken ground is a
project In which Toronto takes par-

tiedlar pride.

“I's st fwo hornes, but 3t will be
the first of its kind in the state”
Toronta said, as he peinted otif the
foundations being faid on a subur-
ban road in Ramsey. “W's specially
desigited to serve folks with aufistn,
We went to all the schools for
aulism in the region for suggestions.
‘We contacted the Southwest Ari-
yona Research Ceriter, whieh has

put ouf & monogﬁaph. an how to

design and build

with autism,”
Once finished, Toronto ex-

plained, the new buildings will pro-

vusing for follss
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vide supportive housing, with
routid-the-clock staffing, giving
adults with attism thelr fisst oppor-
tunity fo live independently. The
care services will be provided by
New Horizons in Autism, & non-
profit agency based i Monmouth
County,

These are people with far more
severe disabilities than Zachary
Hamriel, The lkelihood of the
being able to live without constant
support steff s remote at best,

‘What especially excites Toronto
dhoitt thﬁpmject T threit it will allow

- several New.Jersey families to-be.

united with their adult relatives
with autisini. ,

_ “A lot of high-nieed autistic
people have o be served out of
state because there aren’t the
residential serviees heére) he
said. “This will give people. the
ability to live fogeiher in ths
same cotmunity ot nearby thelr
families.”

 DON SMITH/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The United Way's Crescent Commons I Allendale is scheduled to open around Dec. 1.
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