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Wanaque awaits
COAH decision
on $300,000

Court case pending on state seizure

By HOLLY STEWART
STAFF WRITER

WANAQUE - The fate of
more than $300,000 in the bor-
ough's affordable-housing trust
fund remains uncertain as state
officials battle over the legality of
Governaor Christie’s plan to selze
an estimated $164 million in
such funds from municipalities.

The mumicipal accounts pri-
marily comprise fees collected
from developers, with the aim of
promﬁtin% new gonstructicn or
the rehabilitation of existin
hounes into heusing for low- any
moderate-income people.

Borough officials are prepared
fo  comply by forwarding
Wanaque's share of the funds,
but a state appeals court panel is-
sued a temporary lmjunction
-R'%ainst the governor's action ort

The New Jersey Council on
Affordable Houstng (COAH] on
May 1 passed a resolution tequir-
ing municipalities io send proof
of plans to spend money thathad
been dormartd in their affordable-
housing trugt funds for forr yeurs
beginning in July 2008. The mu-
nicipalities were told to transfer
rermaining unspent money io
COAH by May 22.

The Appellate Division of Su-
perlor Court ysued an Injunclion
sought by the Fair Share Housing
Center, Tudge Jose L. Puentzs,
who signed the order, hags set oral
arguments beginoing June 5 in
Newark.

Borough Administrator Tom
Carroll announced during the
May 13 Borough Council meet-
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ing that Wanaque was prepared
to forward just ever $300,000 to
COAH before the deadline,

Cenmeiiman Dom Corfellessa
wanted to know how COAH's
Jecision would affect eonstrue-
tion-of & housing project for the
developmentally ~disabled on
Warren Hagsteom  Boulevazd.
Carroll said the plan to build &
group home is not endangered -
“We did it just at the right time”
he said.

Bergen County United Way
and iis pariner, (e Madeline
Group, plar: to build and operate
the  special-meeds housing
Wanadue usad $320,000 trom Its
affordable-krousing trust fnd to
buy the properly last year
Groundbreaking is expected this
sumrner, according to Bergen
United Way Président Tom
Toronto, _

Carroll said theggrgfed. ;tﬁfﬂay
now “is going through the regula-
tiom. pmce?s% with the state De-
partment of Environmental Pro-
tection,

With COAH, the state budget
and the estimated $164 million
inhousing trust fungds hanging in
the balanve, local officials are not
gure what will be expected of nig-
niripalities until resolution of the
coutt ease.

Answering council guerles,
Catroll said Wanaque's obliga-
tion to accommodate fait-hous-
ing uniis oneestood at 129 units,
“buit if's all formula-based.” He
sadel the horough had applied for
Round 3 certification inmeeting
COAH reguitements, but be-
cause the formula was still being
contestedt by the Fair Share
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Houvsing Center, nothing had

come of it to date — “We've got

plans sitfing there that haven't
een approved,” he said.

To oikar profeasional printe or Sloitel %25 for this orticle, graphic e pheto, plenae cantaet mcsulien@norihjersey. oo or ol (HF) E56-T0 4.

Page 1 of 1




