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Wanaque
plans more
housing for
disabled
Bergen United Way
will build 8 units

velopmentally disabled child and
out-of a desire to comimit the bor-
otgh's affordable housing funds,
Toronto said. Governor Christie
fiad threatened to selze any um-
ttsed hotiging funds from nrumniel-
alities, & plan that was later
locked by a state appeals court.
May aid construction
Be‘r%en County United Way is
the only ehapter in the state work-
ing on housing development,
Toronto sdid. The groap, partner-
ing with another nen-profit, the

g Madelineg Corp, has In recent
?%gfgf;ﬁ&gm yoars overseen the construetfon of
e atfordable and special-needs

The Bemen Courty Unlfed
Way is expanding its atfordable-
housing imitiative into Passai¢
County next year with eight spe-
clal-needs  apartments  in
Wanague, _

Borough officials this month
approved new zoning for the proj-
ect, which will be at 10 Warren
Hagsfroth Blvd, Tom Toronto,
president of Bergen County Unit-
ed Way, saidits destgn is still being
wotked out, but the organization
hepes to build two structures with

housing in Allendale, Falrview
and Hamsey. A second develop-
raent in Allendale, designed for 24
regidents, s scheduled to opernt
Tuesday.

‘Wanaque purchased the War-
ten Hagstrom Boulevard property
for the project with $300,000 from
its housing trust fund and will be
donating 1t to United Way. Bor-
ough Admniinistrator Tom Carroll
said the special-needs units help
fulitt the borouglh’s cowrt-mandat-
el obli%ation to proniote housing

four 7 gﬁ%—squara-l-foot -ﬁféﬁmfm ?mfg‘?’gi% El;é gg llé)W— and moderate-
in each for people with develop- JME PEOPE.
tmental disavilitcs. It everything e borotgh alko has expressed

oes as plantted, they could be ful-
Iy constructed by late next year,
Torouto said abont 8,000 dis-
abled people are on a state waiting
list for suppoitive housing. Many
of those peo:ﬂe can Jive independ-
ently if they have a residenice that
is suited to their heeds, such as
wheelchair aceessibility, he said.
Wanagque officials reached out
to the United Way after hearing
from a concerned parent of a de-

inferest in contributing housing
funds to the egnsiriction ¢osts,
which could fun froin $1 million
to $1.2 milllon, The next step for
the project fs submitting a site plary
application to the Planning Board,

Toranto said his organization
tras had a fﬁcﬂ waorking relation-
ship with the borough.

“It wasn't a question of ‘Should
we do t? X was a question of
Tow do we da it? * he said.
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